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“Why I am writing this book? 

Nobody asked me to. 

Especially not those for whom it is intended. 

So? So in all serenity my answer is that there are too 
many idiots on this earth. 

And now that I’ve said it, I have to prove it.” 


— Frantz Fanon; Black Skin, White Masks 
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About the Author 


AUTHOR’S NOTE 


The author has undertaken the translation of a series of 
speeches delivered by General (Rt) James Kabarebe, 
presented to diverse audiences of young people both within 
Rwanda and across the global diaspora. ‘This endeavor aims 
to broaden the accessibility of these significant speeches by 
rendering them into the English language. 

While the primary purpose of these translations is to 
make these speeches more widely available, they are also an 
integral component of the author’s broader research endeav- 
ors. Specifically, these translations serve as a crucial 
resource for an ongoing investigation that forms the founda- 
tion for a future book project, which is presently in the 
conceptual stages of development. Some speeches were 
delivered directly in English. For these, no translation has 
been provided; instead, they have been typed and docu- 
mented to facilitate the upcoming critical analysis in the 
forthcoming book project. 

The speeches in question are available for public 
viewing on the YouTube platform, underscoring their open 
accessibility to anyone interested in the content. The author 
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wishes to clarify unequivocally that this translation project 
is undertaken purely for scholarly and research purposes. 
There is no financial remuneration or commercial gain 
being sought or received from this endeavor. ‘The author has 
not received, nor will receive, any monetary compensation 
or material benefits as a result of translating and compiling 
these speeches. 

Furthermore, it is essential to assert that the author is 
operating independently and is not acting under the aegis or 
direction of the Rwandan government, or any other govern- 
mental entity. The translations are conducted without any 
official endorsement or affiliation to ensure an unbiased and 
impartial approach to the dissemination of the content. 

This disclaimer serves to transparently communicate 
the author’s intentions and the scope of the project. The 
author’s hope is that through these translations, the valuable 
insights and perspectives contained within General 
Kabarebe's speeches will reach a wider, more diverse audi- 
ence to contribute to a critical understanding of the themes 
and issues addressed therein. 


NOVEMBER, 2019 


ADDRESSING THE ASSOCIATION OF 
STUDENT SURVIVORS OF THE GENOCIDE 


n November, 2019, James Kabarebe, addressed a 
gathering of youth from the AERG (Association of 
Student and Student Survivors of the Genocide)! in 
Kigali. During his speech, Kabarebe primarily spoke in 
Kinyarwanda, the native language, with occasional use of 
English. ‘This event was recorded and uploaded to 
YouTube. Below is an English-translated transcript of 


Kabarebe's speech. 


Greetings, everyone! 

[Applause]. 

I'd like to express my appreciation for the leadership of 
AERG. Allow me to begin by applauding both the AERG 
leadership and all of you, the dedicated members, for your 
outstanding organization and the initiative to convene and 
engage in discussions concerning progress, whether it 
pertains to individual growth or the advancement of our 
nation as a whole. First and foremost, this is an incredibly 
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constructive idea’. 
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It's truly inspiring and worthy of praise. ‘There's nothing 
quite as valuable as a constructive idea. Every positive 
outcome originates from constructive thinking. When an 
individual harbors constructive thoughts, or when a group 
collectively embraces such ideas, their actions and plans 
come to fruition, consistently producing favorable results 
without a shadow of doubt." 

I applaud both you and the AERG leadership for 
undertaking this admirable initiative and for dedicating 
your time to participate in this conference. Your commit- 
ment and efforts in organizing and attending such confer- 
ences have not gone unnoticed, and they are truly 
commendable. 

Among the various discussions we will have today, I 
won't delve extensively into the historical events that 
shaped the ‘Emancipation’ of our nation, our values*, and 
the hardships our people endured. We've explored these 
topics extensively in the past. I will primarily focus on the 
challenges we anticipate in the future—and how we can 
confront them head-on. 

[Clears throat...] As mentioned by the previous 
speaker,* we've indeed grappled with the aftermath of geno- 
cide, which is undeniably true. However, it's important to 
clarify that our confrontation with the aftermath of geno- 
cide isn't bound by time; it persists. We are currently 
combating genocidal ideologies, and dealing with the 
enduring consequences of past genocides—[he pauses, 
taking a brief moment to carefully consider his words] in 
fact, we are currently addressing the potential for future 
genocides. This is a battle. A struggle. A struggle that neces- 
sitates adherence to the fundamental principles that have 
guided RPA (Rwandan Patriotic Army) and RPF (Rwandan 


Patriotic Front soldiers). ‘These principles require us not to 
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overlook even the minutest detail or piece of information. 
This is a constant reminder to always ‘Be on Standby.’ 
Indeed, a call that you stand poised to personally take 
action, fully equipped to lend your service whenever duty 
calls, and such will be your contribution. 

You must remain prepared for the moment duty calls. If 
you are not ready when duty calls, you won't be accessible, 
and consequently, you won't be of any use. You'll be ineffec- 
tive and incapable. We need no drunkards and drug addicts. 
You can't expect to be a drunkard or a drug addict and have 
any meaningful role in shaping our national agenda. Let's 
be clear — our nation doesn't have time for those who 
endlessly lament about their trauma. Here, we don't enter- 
tain trauma as an excuse. Revealing your trauma is the 
express ticket to return to your place of origin. Embracing 
trauma is surrendering to your own demise. It's a concession 
that equates to self-defeat and the surrender of your very 
existence. I state this because the one who sought to end 
your life had precisely that intention. Even in the absence 
of the assailant, yielding to trauma means they've succeeded 


in their mission to annihilate you. 


Trauma is a mind game, a battle within. When you 
surrender to it, you're essentially signing your own psycho- 
logical death warrant. But when you stand tall, confront it 
head-on, and refuse to yield, that's when you emerge victori- 
ous, defeating its grip on you. That's the brutal truth about 
trauma. To conquer it, you need an unparalleled, relentless 
force. It's a battle that demands no less. 
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After 1994, you're well aware of how our adversaries 
scattered. Many fled to Congo, some sought refuge in 
Tanzania, while others dispersed to various corners of 
Africa. As for the so-called wealthy elite, they fled to distant 
overseas havens like Europe and whatnot. ‘There was this 
phase—a phase of nothing but chaotic, widespread flight. 
Quite a spectacle of mass exodus. A collective state of disar- 
ray, for they, too, found themselves in a state of disorienta- 
tion. Indeed, the disorientation they faced cannot be 
equated to the profound suffering endured by the victims of 
genocide. The disorientation experienced by these adver- 
saries stemmed from their removal from political power, 
defeat, and the denial of access to the essentials that once 
fueled their social and political influence. ‘They were forced 
into the status of refugees, having to start anew from 
scratch, even those who settled overseas in Europe and 
various other places. ‘The experiences of refugees who 
sought asylum in Europe and those who found themselves 
in the dense forests of Congo share striking similarities. 
That was their momentary setback. But now, today, it seems 
our adversaries are finally shaking off their disorientation. 
They're regaining their footing. They have successfully 
integrated into the societies and countries they sought 
refuge in. For instance, consider those who fled to refugee 
camps in Malawi or found refuge in Zambia, Mozambique, 
Lesotho, Zimbabwe, and even South Africa. There are also 
those who have established new lives overseas in Europe 
and beyond. Let's not overlook those who endured in the 
dense forests of Congo. All these dissenters have embarked 
on the journey of readaptation. Currently, they are actively 
acclimating to their new environments. As they successfully 
adapt and firmly root themselves, their resilience grows. 
Subsequently, they embark on the task of reorganizing both 
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their personal lives and their communities. ‘This phase is 
then succeeded by the development of new plans, strategic 


considerations, and preparations for future invasion. 


As we grew up in Uganda,°® we began to enlist in the 
Ugandan army and engage in combat. We represented the 
inaugural generation of organized Rwandan refugee 
soldiers since 1959. The preceding generations were 
primarily focused on survival, merely existing day by day. 
When I refer to survival, I mean that individuals continued 
to live without progress beyond procreation and basic daily 
survival activities. From 1959 to 1978, life was marked by a 
stark absence, devoid of any signs of existence—as if we had 
all been suspended in a state of non-being. Days came and 
went, one indistinguishable from the next. The only 
discernible signs of life were the occasional funerals of 
community members, the loss of children, and the solemn 
rituals carried out by the elders as they laid the dead to rest. 

Stability gradually took hold around the 1970s, a period 
during which the younger members of my generation began 
pursuing higher education and, concurrently, started inte- 
grating into the Ugandan army and community at large. In 
essence, we were the first generation to truly experience life, 
to breathe the air of the living. This perspective also extends 
to all of you, particularly those born after 1994. Consider 
this: prior to 1994, what was there? Who among you had a 
voice, a position, or influence before that time? [Silence fills 
the room, as James Kabarebe responds to his own ques- 
tions]: "None." 

Now, consider the present moment, two decades later. 
You have not only organized yourselves but have also 
orchestrated this remarkable conference. You have found 
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your voices and made your presence felt. What I want to 
emphasize is that you belong to a new generation. 

Just as you have demonstrated your ability to organize 
yourselves two decades after the genocide, our adversaries— 
the refugees who fled to places like Congo, Zambia, 
Mozambique,—and what not, overseas—have also endured a 
long period of disarray. However, they have now settled and 
established roots. ‘They, too, have given rise to new genera- 
tions, much like the young people gathered here today. 
These new generations among our adversaries are now in a 
position to organize themselves effectively. 

Consider, for example, those who have established their 
lives in Mozambique. They have played a significant role in 
shaping the country's economic landscape, becoming an 
integral part of its economy. In Zambia, they wield substan- 
tial influence over the nation's economic affairs. Moreover, 
they have achieved remarkable success in the academic 
arena. I distinctly recall reading a newspaper from Lesotho 
that proudly announced the results of national examina- 
tions. Several names caught my attention, prompting me to 
peruse the list in detail. It was impossible to overlook the 
fact that the top-performing scholars, those who had 
excelled in their studies and were leading the way, all bore 
distinctly Rwandan names. Names like Nshimirimana, 
Twagirimana, Twagirumukiza, and others dominated the 
list. In fact, the entire top twenty consisted of individuals 
with Rwandan names. 

Reflecting on the experiences of young people from my 
generation in Uganda, I immediately recognized the striking 
similarities. It was a revelation that, upon closer examina- 
tion, was not as surprising as it initially appeared. I drew 


connections and recognized that what I was witnessing bore 
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a striking resemblance to our own experiences in the 
Ugandan education system during the 1970s. 

During our time in Uganda, I distinctly remember that 
when I was in Grade 7 of primary school, preparing myself 
to enter secondary school, the names of the top 100 scholars 
who excelled in national exams were predominantly young 
Rwandan refugees. Now, you can witness history repeating 
itself among the new generations of our adversaries in the 
countries where they reside as refugees. Rwandan students 
continue to dominate the list of the top-performing scholars. 
This, in itself, wouldn't be a problem if these were well- 
intentioned, morally sound individuals. However, the issue 
arises from the fact that their thoughts and ideas are rooted 
in the ideologies of their parents—to dismantle our nation. 

What we are witnessing is a generational confrontation 
that lies ahead. On one side, there are survivors like you 
who hold the future of the nation in your hands today. On 
the other side, there are those from outside—representing 
the generation of our adversaries—who claim to have now 
stabilized and are organizing their economy, presumably in 
preparation to invade our country and take control of the 
nation. Today, you can see that in Malawi, this generation 
exerts substantial control over the economy, including retail 
businesses and farming industries, not only in Malawi but 
also in Mozambique, South Africa, and beyond. 

This very same generation continues to regroup both 
overseas and in other places. However, our nation has been 
steadfast in its efforts to counteract the activities of these 
adversaries. Measures have been implemented to create 
divisions among them, thereby preventing them from real- 
izing their mission to invade our country. What this implies 


is that a new generation will arise to challenge you, the 
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current torchbearers of our nation, on matters related to 
ideologies. 

There exists a spectrum of divisive ideologies that are 
not tolerated in present-day Rwanda. Fighting against these 
ideologies within the Rwandan context, from moment of 
inception and throughout implementation, is an exception- 
ally challenging endeavor, much like the complexities of 
Rwandan history itself.’ 

Indeed, you can't miss the fact that, after their defeat in 
1994, Rwandan refugees were scattered across various 
regions, yet they brazenly persisted in launching incursions 
from foreign soil, striking from the North of the nation. 
These recurring patterns loom large across Rwandan 
history. The audacity of these adversaries in 1995, 1996, 
and 1997 through Congo mirrors the audacity of the 
Inyenzi insurgents who infiltrated Rwanda from Uganda in 
1959, 1961, 1962, and 1963. What becomes clear is that 
both of these factions, within the span of their own genera- 
tion, regrouped after their fall from power and initiated 
guerrilla attacks that, despite their fervor, failed to yield 
substantial results, ultimately forcing them into 
capitulation. 

The stark difference here lies in the sheer magnitude of 
those who launched their assaults in 1995, 1996, and 1997 
- they were a formidable force compared to the Inyenzi 
insurgents. Those who instigated attacks post-1994 may 
have suffered defeat, but they retreated into the shadows 
and forests, lurking in the shadows. While they lay in 
retreat, our nation forged ahead, rebuilding its economy and 
erecting the very infrastructure you see around you today. 
But make no mistake; their retreat does not signify the end 
of their relentless attempts to seize control. Far from it. 

They retreated because they tasted defeat. However, 
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over the years, our adversaries have been regrouping, tight- 
ening their resolve, and revitalizing themselves. ‘They ve 
infused their ranks with fresh blood, adopted new ideolo- 
gies, and embraced a different work ethic. ‘They've also 
harnessed the very technology that surrounds us today. 
You're now engaged in a battle on a level playing field. In 
fact, right among you, there exist individuals harboring self- 
destructive ideas.* I'm referring to those who defy the laws 
of our nation, those who currently find themselves incarcer- 
ated, and even after being granted forgiveness and rehabili- 
tation upon their release, they return unaltered, persisting 
in their old ways. These individuals, dare I say, are the 
terrorists among you. 

Let me make it abundantly clear: our adversaries have 
their own insurgents, and some of them dwell right among 
us, here in our very nation. But let me assure you, this does 
not shake our resolve one bit. We hold dominion over the 
land, we command the seas. We hold the keys to our 
nation’s future, and we wield the means to defend it. 30 
years, and they can never hope to achieve their objectives. 
The path we treaded during our 30 years in Uganda is a 
world apart from how our adversaries have navigated their 
post-genocide decades. 

Our 30 years post-genocide haven't been dedicated to 
fostering divisive ideologies. Instead, we've invested these 
decades in the reconstruction of our nation and its people. 
Therefore, we stand in a stronger position. Nevertheless, I 
emphasize this point not exclusively for the survivors, but 
for everyone. Survivors, though exceptional, aren't the sole 
focus here. My message cuts across the board, encom- 
passing those who survived the genocide and those who 
fought to quell it. We all fall under the same umbrella, 
united by shared vulnerabilities. ‘This underscores the very 
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reason why the RDF, in various circumstances, ensures that 
no one is excluded from our collective mission to build our 
nation, and I can see that you've also started on this path. 
The RDF summons you to contribute to your nation, and 
your contributions can take on various forms. You are urged 
to serve the nation by rallying more forces from all corners 
of the country to join us in our mission of nation-building. 
In doing so, when you gaze upon the nation, you'll see your 
own reflection in its transformation. We implore you to be 
magnanimous, to possess a generous heart that wholeheart- 
edly supports the national cause. 

The work you've accomplished through your organiza- 
tion, AERG, is truly inspiring. With this achievement 
comes a profound responsibility to our nation, one that 
surpasses those whose intentions are to undermine what 
we've painstakingly built. Your responsibility is far from 
ordinary; it's immense. It's you who have so much at stake, 
as you hold the duty to protect our country and our nation 
from external threats. Consequently, you shoulder a signifi- 
cant burden. As the President consistently emphasizes, it's 
you who possesses an abundance to offer our nation, in stark 
contrast to our adversaries who lack any meaningful contri- 
butions to bring forward. 

Indeed, you have given abundantly, extending forgive- 
ness even to those who sought to obliterate you. The chal- 
lenges our nation faces demand your vigilance, unwavering 
determination, and a fierce competitive spirit to secure 
victory over our adversaries and their future generations. 
When they dare take a step, your mission is to catapult 
miles ahead, consistently dominating the race with your 
unique tactics. Such forms the core of existence—a relent- 
less quest for advancement. Imagine if generations of our 


adversaries could join you in this endeavor, the potential for 
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greatness would be immeasurable. Our ultimate aspiration? 
Unity — a harmonious nation propelling itself forward in 
unison. However, the question remains: Who possesses the 
audacity to welcome such a responsibility? The answer 
echoes clear — it's you, the current flag-bearers of our nation, 
who must seize the reins. Frequently, individuals who have 
confronted adversity possess hearts and minds more open to 
transformation than those solely driven by self-interest. ‘The 
mantle of leadership beckons — it's your destiny to lead 
the way. 


Today, our adversaries are actively regrouping, no 


S 
matter where they hide. Even within our own borders, 
albeit in small numbers, they lurk, and we cannot afford to 
underestimate them. These individuals among us are a 
cause for concern, for even the faintest trace of their 
ideology threatens the unity of our nation. We do not take 
this lightly. Interestingly, you might find them camouflaged 
within opposition political parties. But let's be clear, it's not 
the opposition parties themselves that are the true chal- 
lenge. ‘The real danger emerges when these so-called oppo- 
sition figures, under the guise of dissent, harbor ideologies 
that could undermine our hard-earned unity. Stay vigilant. 


That being said, you have had the privilege of witnessing 
the leading example set by the RPA. The RPA has exempli- 
fied true patriotism, selfless service, valor, and unwavering 
loyalty. These are just a few of the core values that should 
serve as your guiding principles. 

What often undermines governance systems, especially 
when leaders have been in power for more than a decade, is 
neglect. Neglect is a silent killer of governance. If they 


continue in power for another five years, extending their 
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rule to 15 years, neglect becomes even more detrimental. 
They grow increasingly complacent. With 25 years in 
power, they become intoxicated by their authority. Beyond 
30 OF 35 years, the regime starts revealing fractures, so 
fragile that even the slightest external pressure could shatter 
the governance edifice like brittle glass. 

Nonetheless, the stark divergence between RPF-RDF 
and our adversaries boils down to a fundamental truth. We 
meticulously uphold and prioritize principles such as 
loyalty, unwavering commitment to promises, and valor. 
These are not mere lip service but pillars that underpin our 
unwavering commitment to safeguarding and fortifying our 
robust institutions. We shape and nurture the character of 
every individual within our institutions, cultivating a 
culture and environment that zealously upholds these core 
values. We empower individuals within all our institutions 
to remain resolute, unwavering in their commitment to the 
duties and responsibilities entrusted to them by our national 


leadership. 


RPF-RDF has been in a relentless battle, tested time and 
time again by our adversaries. Our history is marked by 
moments of adversity that could have veered us off course. 
From the late 1980s, when we first took up arms, through 
the fiery crucible of 1994, the war was nothing more and 
nothing less than a relentless struggle. But then came the 
genocide, a colossal challenge that could've shattered our 
resolve and diverted us from our mission. We came danger- 
ously close to succumbing to the idea of dismantling the 
nation—tempted by the path of destruction, rather than 
steadfastly dedicating ourselves to its protection and 
growth. We were bound by a commitment to nation-build- 
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ing, unlike our adversaries who harbored intentions of its 
destruction. RPA-RPF emerged triumphant in that trial. 

We faced another significant challenge in the form of a 
hostile International Community. The French and several 
others made numerous attempts to hinder our progress. 
However, just like in our previous trials, overcoming this 
one was as effortless as a leisurely stroll in the park. 

The final, and perhaps the most formidable, trial we 
faced was the relentless guerrilla invasions orchestrated by 
Abacengenzi and other military groups hiding in the dense 
forests of Congo. During this period, the entire world 
seemed to mobilize against us. Nearly half of Africa banded 
together in a concerted effort to invade our nation, aiming to 
complete what their annihilation project had initiated—a 
genocide. That trial, too, swept through like a fleeting 
breeze, leaving RPF-RPA unbroken and unwavering. We 
stood our ground and persevered in our relentless march 
toward the goals we had set—to rebuild our nation. Our 


resolve remained unwavering, undeterred by adversity. 


This, I emphasize to all of you, our torchbearers, poses a 
significant challenge. Having completed your education and 
earned your degrees, many of you are undoubtedly 
pondering the question: "Where do I belong in all of this? In 
which field can I harness my talents and truly make a differ- 
ence? Where should I start? What can I do?" 

First and foremost, it's crucial to declutter your mind, 
your thoughts. You can only act effectively and make a 
meaningful contribution when your mind is clear and free 
from the influence of destructive and distracting thoughts. 
Achieving a state of clear, focused thinking is essential for 
your ability to contribute effectively to our cause. 
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Once you've set yourself straight, pathways to your 
contributions will begin to reveal themselves. In today's 
Rwanda, there are numerous avenues to contribute to the 
national cause. Regardless of your location, as long as your 
thoughts and mind are clear, free from the clutter of 
destructive and distracting thoughts, and you are prepared, 
aware of your inner thoughts and the external environment, 
keeping up with the latest global developments, then you 
will be ready to make a meaningful contribution to our 
nation. It requires political maturity, correctness, and disci- 
pline. By following these principles, you will avoid confu- 
sion and be on the right track. 

Another crucial point to remember is that your numbers 
are never too small. You should never underestimate the 
power of a few individuals with constructive ideas and 
thoughts, as they can have an outsized impact. Take, for 
example, the fact that there are approximately 200 individ- 
uals here. ‘Two hundred individuals? ‘That's impressive! On 
October rst, 1990, at this very hour, around 19:00, the 
initial [RPA] soldiers stationed in Kagitumba numbered no 
more than 200, precisely 200 soldiers. We started with a 
mere 200 soldiers, just like the number gathered here today. 
But we didn't stop there; we grew into thousands, with 
recruits from Congo, ‘Tanzania, Burundi, and even within 
Rwanda itself. The process of mobilizing such a force wasn't 
without its hardships and trials, ofcourse. I recount these 
experiences to underscore that we initiated as a modest few 
and evolved into a mighty juggernaut. You only need to 
ensure that your organization, AERG, operates at its abso- 
lute best, reaching a level of perfection. If you can achieve 
this, there will be no challenge too great for you to over- 
come. Such a force cannot be underestimated or dismissed, 


as it represents an organization with a genuine and well- 
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structured purpose. When people unite around progressive 
ideals, there's no fault to be found in that. 


The current threats we face, without succumbing to rumors 
or wishful thinking, are essentially just that—threats. When 
you compare the scale of these threats to the strength and 
capabilities within our nation to address them, it becomes 
evident that we are well-equipped to handle them, 
rendering these threats inconsequential. The only real 
concern would be if, by some unlikely scenario, these 
threats managed to surpass our nation’s capacity to counter 
them. 

I must admit my aversion to ideologies. Even if we were 
to acknowledge the existence of ideologies, I must express 
my profound disdain for them. ‘To me, even a single indi- 
vidual embracing an ideology carries the weight of a 
million. Ideologies, in my view, are abhorrent forces. Ideolo- 
gies are profoundly destructive. ‘To the extent that if I were 
to confront an individual driven by such convictions, I 
would spare no effort in utilizing our most potent, cutting- 
edge weaponry from our arsenal to ensure their complete 
removal from the face of this earth. An ideology is such a 
repugnant force that warrants no remorse in the battle 
against it. 

Many things can be tolerated, such as those who criti- 
cize our government; to a certain extent, we can tolerate 
these individuals. However, when it comes to a single indi- 
vidual with an ideology, that person becomes a dangerous 
entity. Those individuals are not to be underestimated or 
taken lightly, mark my words. 

Our nation's strength far surpasses that of all our adver- 


saries, rendering them mere remnants. Nevertheless, let's 
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not be misled; even a remnant with the potential to pose a 
threat should not be underestimated or taken lightly. No, a 
remnant that harbors danger for our nation must be 
confronted with overwhelming force and_ eradicated 
without mercy. Believe me, these remnants exist; you can 
see them in Congo as the FDLR, in Burundi, and in 
Uganda, reorganizing through the same refugee camps 
where we once sought refuge in 1959. Not to mention those 
scattered across the globe. They are regrouping from 
various corners of the world. Now, the question is: should 
we allow them to progress to a point where they become a 
genuine challenge for our forces in the future? Or should 
we work tirelessly to keep them in check, ensuring they 
pose no threat to our nation’s stability? 


Let me be perfectly candid about our objective. The 
existence of these remnants, as uncomfortable as it may 
seem, is a blessing in disguise. When you encounter them 
online, it serves as a stark reminder to maintain unwavering 
vigilance and keep your defenses at their peak. ‘There's no 
room for complacency; it would be a grave error to underes- 
timate or lower your defenses in the face of these threats. 
Now, for all of you gathered here, abandoning your nation is 
not an option, especially when you're surrounded by an 
array of role models, advisors, and mentors from diverse 
backgrounds. Your organization stands as a testament to 
your exceptional commitment and discipline. However, it's 
imperative to remember that threats to our nation, Rwanda, 
will persist. Everything coming from outside Rwanda is 
wrapped in ideologies. When they speak of democracy, rest 
assured, there are hidden agendas lurking underneath. ‘The 
calls for press freedom, beneath the surface, harbor 
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concealed ideologies. Even the discussions on human rights 
are tainted by covert motives rooted in ideologies. Stay 
sharp, for the wolves may don the sheep's clothing, but the 
teeth underneath remain razor-sharp. 

When they advocate for the freedom of the press, what 
they truly aim for is the freedom of ideologies. ‘This implies 
that for all of you here and those on the frontlines of our 
battlefield, you must remain vigilant at all times. 


We cannot afford a single moment of complacency. ‘These 
are the core values we consistently emphasize to you. It's 
crucial to be not only physically healthy but also possess 
good thoughts, discipline, and a clear sense of direction, 
coupled with strong analytical skills. I stress this because 
individuals your age often encounter various influences and 
vulnerabilities. You may come across highly skilled writers 
who can craft convincing but destructive theories. Without 
analytical skills, you might find yourself drawn into their 
narratives. The moment you begin to think, “This writer's 
theory might hold some truth," is the moment you fall into 
their trap. These writers have already ensnared you in their 
web long before you realize it. 

That's the way it is. You must possess the tools of 
analysis to scrutinize the information provided by our 
adversaries thoroughly. A meticulous analysis is crucial. 
However, let's make one thing crystal clear: the paramount 
objective is the safeguarding of the state and the nation. 
Above all else, protecting the state and the nation must be 
your top priority. I'm speaking in broad terms here. Safe- 
guarding the nation is a universal responsibility that relies 
on your comprehension and interpretation. You must 


remain vigilant regarding anything that could potentially 
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destabilize the nation, regardless of how seemingly insignifi- 
cant. We can deliberate on other matters, but when it comes 
to national security, there's no room for compromise—it’s a 
no-go area. 

Exactly how it unfolds. Writers and public speakers 
possess a unique talent for persuading individuals to adopt 
their theories and, by extension, their ideologies. They are 
perpetually in search of young minds willing to be swayed 
by ideas. Consequently, youth are a highly targeted demo- 
graphic. Our adversaries are tirelessly attempting to influ- 
ence the younger generation. If they can succeed in 
convincing even half of the population to entertain their 
theories, or in some cases, the entire population, they 
consider it a triumph. This is why the youth are in high 
demand. However, what we truly need are youth with the 
capacity to research and analyze situations critically. They 
should be able to reach conclusions that say, "No, the path 
were treading is fraught with danger, and the potential 
consequences are dire.” These are the kinds of youth the 
state requires today. 

My main point is that, up until now, our country and 
nation have remained stable and in good standing. 
However, you should also consider the possibility that if we 
deviate from the path of preserving and safeguarding this 
stability, you might one day find yourselves outnumbered by 
youth on the streets, openly advocating for genocide ideol- 
ogy. Can you fathom such a scenario? Picture waking up 
one day to see street protesters in Kigali wielding machetes, 
discussing and promoting a genocide ideology. This means 
that all the efforts we've put in over the years, and all the 


work you're doing, would have been in vain. 
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Your responsibility doesn't have a defined starting or ending 
point, confined to the boundaries of AERG. It extends far 
beyond, encompassing the entire nation. You hold a respon- 
sibility not only to those present but also to the absent 
youth, and even to those who committed the atrocities 
during the genocide. ‘This is because you possess the moral 
authority, having done no wrong, with a clear record. Your 
moral standing grants you substantial influence over others. 
In your future gatherings, dedicate time to discuss and 
brainstorm strategies for becoming a potent force in shaping 
the youth of our nation. How can AERG serve as a nucleus, 
a catalyst for driving positive change among the youth 
throughout our entire country. 


Your moral authority endows you with significant sway over 
others. It's a simple fact. ‘The son of Bagosora lacks any cred- 
ibility to offer guidance on defending one's country. What 
basis does he even have to begin with? He's apprehensive of 
you. You, on the other hand, possess a much higher moral 
standing to confront him, guide him, and elucidate the 
crimes and transgressions of his father. You can remind him 
that despite his father's misdeeds, you still acknowledge him 
as a fellow Rwandan, solely because of your elevated moral 
authority. Your moral authority endows you with immeasur- 
able power and influence. 

To accomplish all of this, you must elevate your level of 


understanding to become a leader amon 


g your peers. What 
I want to emphasize to all of you, especially considering 
your educational background and depth of understanding, 
is that you are natural leaders. Wherever you go, you 
assume leadership, to the point where no one can challenge 


you on matters concerning our country without your 
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consent. How can they challenge you? You possess an 
extensive knowledge of the nation, having gathered all the 
necessary information. You can read, you are well-informed, 
and you keep abreast of current events. You comprehend 
the nation’s interests, its history, and its trajectory. And for 
what you don't know, you have the means to seek guidance 
and answers from your superiors—those in positions to 
provide guidance. Consequently, you possess everything 
required to effect positive change in our country, among 
your peers, and even with your elders. You don't need 
employment or financial gain to make an impact, nor do you 
have to await a paying job. Whether you're at school or 
engaged in various social activities, empower yourself to 
assume leadership roles wherever you are. 

I assume that you read and stay updated on national 
events and developments. It's crucial not to allow yourself to 
remain uninformed. Keep seeking knowledge, as there are 
no barriers preventing you from doing so. Conduct research, 
stay informed, and arm yourself with knowledge. When 
youre well-informed on various topics and subjects, you 
gain authority over others. This allows you to engage in 
debates armed with facts, numbers, statistics, and examples. 
At that point, you become a leader, influencing change 
among your peers and beyond. ‘This is how it should be. 

Let me be clear; leadership begins at your age. If you 
don't cultivate leadership qualities during this period, it 
becomes increasingly challenging later on. This stage of 
your life is the starting point for developing and enhancing 
your leadership skills, guided by unwavering discipline. 
Some individuals reach their 40s and 50s without a clear 
purpose or direction in life. Today, they are one thing, and 
tomorrow, they are something else. These people change 
with the wind, lacking a solid understanding of what they 
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want from life. At your age, you should have discovered 
your discipline and life direction. Then, you can gradually 
build upon this foundation, becoming an expert in various 
aspects of life and gaining valuable work experience as the 
years pass. 

Isn't that the way it should be? 

Thank you. [Kabarebe concludes his address with a 


round of applause from the audience] 


1. AERG (Association des Etudiants Et Eleves Rescapés Du Genocide) is 
an association of student survivors of genocide Created on 20/10/1996 
at format UNR(Université National Du Rwanda) by 12 students and it 
has quickly grown. Now AERG is represented nationally at 41 Univer- 
sities and institutes of higher learning and 484 secondary schools in 
Rwanda, with a total country-wide membership of 43,398. The 
national AERG coordination office is based in Kigali, which liaises 
with the AERG University and Secondary School AERG sections. 

2. James Kabarebe employs the term "igitekerezo," which can be trans- 
lated to "idea" or "thought" in English. Throughout this translation, the 
author will consistently use the words "thought" and "idea" interchange- 
ably to ensure coherence and consistency in Kabarebe's speech. 

3. James Kabarebe employs the term "“indaga gaciro,” a Kinyarwanda 
native expression for "core values." The author will consistently use the 
words “core values” and “principles” interchangeably to ensure coher- 
ence and consistency in Kabarebe’s speech. 

According to the Defence Force Command and Staff College, the 
RDF’s core values encompass: 

ACCOUNTABILITY: Accept responsibility and consequences 
for your actions whether good or bad. 

RESPONSIBILITY: Accountability for what you do or fail to do. 

FAIRNESS: like justice, fairness must be impartial. 

LOYALTY: Loyalty is the quality of faithfulness to your country, 
the RDF, your seniors, and your subordinates. 

INTEGRITY: Integrity is the quality of absolute honesty, truthful- 
ness, and uprightness of character and moral principles. 

HONESTY: Being truthful, straightforward, and candid are 
aspects of honesty. 


CARING/CONSIDERATION: Courtesy and kindness, both to 
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those we serve and to those we work with. Help to ensure that individ- 
uals are not treated solely as a means to an end. 

RESPECT: Treat people with dignity, to honor privacy, and to 
allow self-determination. 

PROMISE KEEPING: RDF leaders and personnel are obligated 
to keep their promises in order to promote trust and cooperation. 

RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS: Public servants must perform their 
duties within the limits of their authority so that the will of the people 
is respected. 

PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE: RDF must set standards of supe- 
rior diligence and commitment beyond mediocrity. 

PATRIOTISM: Love of and devotion to one’s country. 

DUTY: Fulfill your obligations. 

SELFLESS SERVICE: Put the national, the RDF, and your subor- 
dinates’ priorities before your own. 

HONOER: Live up to all the RDF values. 

VALOR: Courage in defence of a noble cause 

4. In the video recording, Kabarebe clears his throat and refers to the 
previous speaker by name, but the author was unable to discern or 
capture the name mentioned. 

5. During his speech, James Kabarebe employs the English phrase "to be 
on standby" exactly as it is. The author opted to capitalize the phrase 
for added emphasis. 

6. Kabarebe shares a personal anecdote about their time as refugees in 
Uganda and their eventual decision to join Yoweri Museveni and his 
National Resistance Movement (NRM) during the Ugandan Bush 
War (1980-1986). 

7. Rwandan history is closely linked to the strategies of division and 
conquest. It appears that General Kabarebe chooses not to explicitly 
delve into the complexities of Rwanda’s history and the origins of divi- 
sions among Rwandans. 

8. who could be likened to Judah Iscariot—a reference to those 


FEBRUARY 2023 


A CONVERSATION WITH 600 YOUTH AT 
KIGALI YOUTH FESTIVAL 


n February 2023 , General James Kabarebe 

participated in a conversation with young individuals 

at the Kigali Youth Festival!, centered around the 
theme: "Discover Your History." A video capturing this 
conversation was shared on the YouTube channel named 
Kigali Today. The video begins by featuring a line of enthu- 
siastic young individuals, one of whom holds a microphone, 
all eagerly anticipating their opportunity to ask questions of 
General James Kabarebe. 


1ST Youth”: "Afande?, we often hear rumors floating 
around, and I'm not sure if they're just talk or not, but we'd 
appreciate it if you could set the record straight. Is it true 
that you once battled and defeated a lion? Thank you." 


2nd Youth’: “My question follows a similar line of inquiry 
as the previous speaker's. There have been persistent 
rumors circulating, often discussed when your life is the 
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topic. These rumors suggest that you and your soldiers 
spent extended periods in the water without setting foot on 
solid ground. Sir, if it's not too much trouble, could you 
please clarify the authenticity of these accounts? As per 
these narratives, this is the moment when you reportedly 
confronted, fought, and single-handedly defeated the lion. 
Sir, we would greatly appreciate it if you could provide 
some clarity regarding the accuracy of these stories, consid- 
ering that news reports and reporters can sometimes be 
unreliable sources of information. Thank you.” 

[Laughter and thunderous applause erupt from the 
entire youth audience] 


Gen. Kabarebe's response: Fighting a lion, you say? Well, 
battling a lion isn't all that extraordinary. In fact, every 
single one of you sitting here today could take on a lion. 
[Audience erupts in laughter]. Heck, you might even defeat 
it if you muster up enough courage. Among all the wild 
beasts out there, a lion is probably the easiest to confront 
and overcome. [Laughter and a round of applause fill the 
room]. ‘To take on a lion, all you need is sheer bravery. 
That's it. If you display even the slightest hint of fear, that 
lion will pounce and claim victory. But if you stand your 
ground fearlessly, that lion won't dare come close. In fact, a 
mere stick can be enough to fend off a lion. [Laughter 
ripples through the audience]. Fighting a lion is kind of like 
tussling with a crazed dog. Size and ferocious barks aside, 
there's really not much more to it. 

In 1982, during Obote's leadership, the Ugandan 
government forcibly expelled Rwandan refugees, 
including those not living in refugee camps. It was clear 
that Obote had no fondness for Rwandans. As a result of 
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his decree, we were repatriated to Rwanda. However, upon 
our arrival, Habyarimana denied us settlement, asserting 
that we were Ugandan subjects and not Rwandans. We 
faced rejection in both Uganda and Rwanda. ‘This left us 
in a state of being without a country to call our own 
—stateless. 

Upon our return to Uganda, following Habyarimana’s 
orders, we intended to establish our settlement at the 
Ugandan border. The border itself was defined by a small 
river, and we would cross through it to reach the Ugandan 
side. However, we found ourselves trapped in the river. We 
found ourselves caught in a crossfire. On one side, Ugan- 
dans were unwelcoming, refusing us entry into their coun- 
try. On the opposite bank of the river, Habyarimana's 
soldiers contended that we were Ugandan citizens and had 
no right to return to Rwanda. Simultaneously, Ugandans 
across the river echoed a different sentiment, stating, "hese 
individuals are Rwandan citizens, and we don't want them 
here.” 

As we remained stranded in the river, a Rwandan 
soldier, a corporal, delivered a bitter assessment: "Ugandans 
don't welcome you in their land, and Rwanda refuses to 
accept you as well. ‘This implies that even God has rejected 
you.” 

"You can stay in the river,’ he declared. “The river 
belongs to no one. But don't even think about swimming 
across, claiming youre returning to your country.” With 


those words, he left as his shift had ended for the day. 


We contemplated returning to Uganda, but the resolute 
reactions of the Ugandans made it clear that they wouldn't 
tolerate any attempts to cross their border. We decided to 
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swim across the river, entering Rwanda through the 
Akagera National Park in the middle of the night. 

We stopped briefly to rest, and we had livestock with us, 
including cattle. Suddenly, a lion attacked our cattle. First, 
it let out a series of roars, a sign that lions make before they 
pounce on their prey. We knew an attack was imminent, we 
swiftly readied ourselves. We lit a large fire. Moments later, 
the lion audaciously seized one of our hapless cows, flinging 
it with reckless abandon into the air. The cow soared over- 
head, its fate hanging in the balance, before dramatically 
plummeting to the earth below. Our group consisted mostly 
of sprightly youngsters, with the others hovering around the 
tender ages of 15, 14, and the like. As the undisputed 
leader, I stepped into the fray. 

With nothing more than sticks in our hands and fire in 
our hearts, we boldly confronted the ferocious lion, 
unleashing a relentless assault that would make even the 
mightiest of predators quiver. We rained blows upon the 
beast, using our sticks as weapons of fear. ‘The lion, realizing 
it had underestimated our unwavering resolve, attempted to 
pounce from behind, but our lightning-quick reflexes left it 
bewildered and humbled. 

This epic battle raged on through the night, a titanic 
clash of wills and strength, until the first light of dawn 
signaled our undeniable triumph. [Audience bursts into 
applause, awed by the audacity of Kabarebe’s victory] 

As I mentioned earlier, confronting a lion is not as 
daunting as it may seem. The cultural legends passed down 
by our ancestors resonate with tales of their encounters with 
and triumphs over lions. In the presence of a lion, there's a 
singular critical rule: when it bares its fearsome claws and 
razor-sharp teeth, there's no option but to hold your posi- 
tion. Taking even a single step backward would be an open 
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invitation for the lion to leap and seize you as prey. The key 
is in the shared confrontation — as the lion advances, so 
must you, and vice versa. [The room burst into applause 
once more]. 

These are the historical chapters that our people had to 
endure. We managed to enter Rwanda, but Habyarimana 
was initially reluctant to welcome us, so he established a 
camp, naming it Kibondo Refugee Camp in Mutara. It was 
a peculiar situation where Rwandans were forced to live as 
refugees in their own country. This camp was eventually 
dismantled in 1986 after Museveni's victory, leading the 
refugees to return to Uganda. Then, in 1994, after the end 
of the genocide, these Rwandans returned to their home- 
land. It's a journey filled with back-and-forth, marked by the 
hardships our people endured to be here. What a history? 
I'm here for a conversation. Please don't hesitate to ask any 
questions you might have. [The room bursts into applause]. 

Rest assured, I commit to answering every single one of 
your questions. Regardless of how small or seemingly 
insignificant they may be, I am here to provide responses. 
While our history is extensive, I will do my utmost to 
address all your inquiries to the best of my knowledge and 
ability.” Unless you didn't have the opportunity to observe 
the surroundings during your journey here. If you did take 
the time to look around, from Gisozi to this place (Inteko), 
you would have noticed the depth and breadth of our 
history. Ours is a complex history, and while I can’t go into 
all the specifics, I believe the most effective approach is to 
hear your questions, and I'll make every effort to provide 


you with answers accordingly. 


28 | W.J. RUGAMBA 


3rd Youth: ‘Thank you very much, Afande. I'm Ikibasumba 
Blaize, and I'm one of the street vendors who have benefited 
from the state's opening of Nyabugogo Modern Market. We 
appreciate your efforts in establishing such an institution. u 
mentioned how Inkotanyi came together from various 
places, including Congo, Burundi, and Uganda, but there 
were misunderstandings among these groups. Today, we are 
fortunate, Honourable Minister, to share a common 
language. We've witnessed the devastating consequences of 
genocide. Even today in Congo, people suffer because of the 
language they speak and their physical characteristics. 
Honourable Minister, what can you do to ensure that the 


tragic events from our history never occur again? 


Thank you. 


4th Youth: My name is Byishimo Daniel, Honourable 
Afande James Kabarebe. I'm Byishimo Daniel, and 
Honourable Afande James Kabarebe, my question follows a 
similar thread to the previous speaker's. ‘The genocide that 
occurred in our country profoundly impacted the youth of 
my generation, including those born during the war and in 
its aftermath. Personally, I survived in Murambi within the 
Turquoise Zone, thanks to the intervention of the Inkotanyi, 
we are immensely grateful for saving our lives—those of us 
that survived. Because of the insights gained from today's 
mini-lecture at Gisozi and our gathering here, the youth 
among us are deeply moved. As you correctly pointed out, 
we are indeed the future of this nation. Inspired by your 
bravery in fighting a war with limited resources, we cannot 
ignore the ongoing genocide in Congo. What can we do to 
support the armed struggle and save lives in Congo? We are 
determined not to merely watch, just as the international 
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community did during a critical moment in Rwanda's 


history. Thank you. [Applause] 


5th Youth: I'm Bizimana Thomas, I serve as the President of 
the Shoe Repairers Association in Downtown, Kigali. 
Before I ask my question, I want to express my gratitude to 
James Kabarebe and the entire Inkotanyi army. [Applause]. 
We° want you to know that my fellow shoe repairers and I 
aspire to follow in your footsteps and become heroes for our 
nation, just like you, General. In his earlier speech, Afande 
General James Kabarebe highlighted the potential negative 
influence of social media platforms and their capacity to 
distort our thoughts and minds. The truth is, we use social 
media regularly, and occasionally, we come across posts that 
raise concerns and make us anxious about our nation. Being 
able to meet in person and discuss these issues is quite reas- 
suring. It instills hope and brings a sense of calm. My ques- 
tion is more of a plea: would you kindly consider organizing 
more frequent meetings like this for us to convene and 


engage in discussions? 


6th Youth: I'm Arriane Nishimwe, a student at Mount 
Kenya, and I proudly identify as both Rwandan and 
Congolese. It's indeed a privilege to be part of this conversa- 
tion. My first question for you, Honourable James 
Kabarebe, pertains to the timing of such discussions. 
Normally, these gatherings take place during special state- 
designated public holidays, and such dialogues are 
perceived as meaningful primarily when the nation is 
observing particular commemorations. Is it possible for the 
government to establish dedicated dates for us to come 
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together and engage in conversations about our nation’s 
history and cultural heritage? 

My second question is driven by curiosity: Considering 
the apparent challenges faced during the liberation war, 
which was both arduous and time-consuming, did you ever 
experience moments of discouragement, where you almost 
considered giving up? What strategies did you employ to 
stay on course and achieve the goals you initially set out to 
accomplish at the beginning of the war? 

Allow me to conclude by expressing my gratitude to 
everyone present here, including the Minister of Youth, 
General Afande James Kabarebe, the Mayor of Gasabo 
District, and the Rwandan government, for their commit- 
ment to the development of all of us, without discrimina- 
tion, and for considering the well-being of the youth in all 


its plans. ‘Thank you. 


7th Youth: I am the daughter of Rudasumbwa, belonging 
to the Nyiginya clan. My name is. . .,’ and I am a student 
at Kigali Institute of Science and Technology (KIST), as 
well as a member of the Scout Association. Honourable 
General Kabarebe, I have a question for you. During our 
tour, we had the opportunity to see statues of soldiers 
with machine guns. We were informed that some of these 
soldiers are still alive but have retired. It would have a 
significant impact if we could hear firsthand testimonies 
from these living heroes. If it's possible and these individ- 
uals are still with us, could you please consider organizing 
another conference where we can meet these heroes in 
person? Having 2, 3, or even 5 of them come forward to 
share their personal wartime experiences would provide 
us with a deeper understanding of what it was like to be 
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on the front lines during that time. Thank you. 


[Applause] 


8th Youth: I'm Twahirwa Thierry, 24 years old. I previously 
lived in Remera, but currently, I live in Kinyinya. I have a 
rather personal question to ask. Starting in 2017, I under- 
went training to become a professional security guard, and I 
worked in that field for five years before transitioning to a 
different job. Later, I contemplated joining the army, taking 
inspiration from my father, who is a former soldier. I made 
three attempts to apply, but unfortunately, my applications 
were unsuccessful. One of the military recruiters even 
humorously commented that my application would never 
be successful because I'm "crooked." [Laughter]. 

However, I'm determined to emulate my father's 
courage and contribute to our nation as a soldier. I aspire to 
be a responsible citizen and avoid drifting into a life of 
crime, which could lead to theft or vandalism. I wish to stay 
out of trouble and incarceration, and I don't want to be asso- 
ciated with criminal activities. Thank you very much; this is 
the question I wanted to address. 


gth Youth: I'm Nkotanyi Shadrack. I was born in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), but I identify as 
Rwandan. I owe my father for naming me “Nkotanyi’ 
because he witnessed heroism in the Inkotanyi forces. I'm 
truly grateful for that, Honourable. I take immense pride in 
my name. [Applause]. 

My question relates to our tour of Gisozi and our visit to 
CND, where we learned about the incredible sacrifices 
made during the liberation of this nation. I have a curious 
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question: At one point, we were informed about a group of 
about 600 soldiers who were attacked following the death of 
the former president. I wondered how 600 soldiers 
managed to withstand an attack when there were around 
50,000 soldiers against them. Additionally, I'm interested in 
understanding the role played by the support from Gicumbi 
during that critical period. What strategies were employed 
to unite the soldiers and enable them to continue the fight 
without giving up, despite being vastly outnumbered? 


roth Youth: Im Mwenedata Dieudonné, representing the 
taxi motorists. I have a question that I would like Afande to 
help clarify. I'm uncertain if these are mere speculations. 
We appreciate the tremendous efforts that have gone into 
building our peaceful country. We now have access to the 
internet, and in some areas, it's even provided free of charge. 
We actively use social media. 

In your presentation today, you mentioned how some 
individuals were initially discouraged before the arrival of 
his excellency, but his presence motivated them to perse- 
vere in the battle. However, | came across a press report 
stating that at some point, during your time in either 
Byumba or Nyagatare—though I can't precisely remember 
the location—the press alleged that you had to retreat or 
turn back. I'm uncertain about the accuracy of this report. 
Could you please shed some light on this, particularly given 
your firsthand experience on the battlefield? 


11th Youth: I'm Uwizeye (...).8 Lam one of the youngsters 
who grew up on the streets and underwent rehabilitation 
at the Iwawa Rehabilitation Center.? During our time at 
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Iwawa, we received various forms of behavioral correc- 
tional training, including the development of practical 
skills. But before I continue with my remarks, I would like 
all my fellow youth here to recognize and express our grat- 
itude to Inkotanyi for their heroic and selfless efforts in 
halting the genocide. [A tremendous uproar and 
applause]. 

Through our recent tour, we learned about the many 
lives lost during those dark times, including innocent chil- 
dren. It's truly harrowing to imagine individuals who could 
harm and even kill toddlers. Such people deserve no place 
in society. We deeply appreciate Inkotanyi for summoning 
the courage to liberate this nation amidst the relentless 
struggle. During our tour, we witnessed the aftermath of the 
battles fought at Rebero and were shown hospital archives 
containing records of those who were admitted—both 
victims and casualties of the war. We were also told about a 
brave man atop CND who continued to fight heroically 
despite losing his comrade. We were informed that this hero 
is still alive. 

Honourable General, I kindly request that during your 
next conference with the youth, you consider bringing this 
hero along. We heard his first name is David, but I must 
apologize as I cannot recall his last name. 

Additionally, Honourable General, we are aware of the 
information circulating on social media. As you mentioned, 
social media can be misleading, but we have been well- 
trained and won't easily fall prey to misinformation. When 
we hear reports from the Congolese saying that they will 
"eat us alive" [laughter], we humbly request your protection 
from such threats. However, please understand that this 
does not mean we are unwilling to defend ourselves. We are 


here, and we are prepared to take up arms to protect our 
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nation. [Applause]. ‘This sentiment extends to everyone you 


see here. Thank you. [Applause]. 


12th Youth: I'm Ndayisaba Omar, and I work in Gaciro in 
Nyarugenge. After all that we have witnessed during our 
tour, one cannot help but express gratitude. As youth, we 
are immensely thankful for what we have seen and learned 
during our morning tour. 

What I have to say isn't exactly a question but rather a 
heartfelt thank you to the national defense force and all the 
heroes who played a critical role in ending the genocide, 
allowing Rwanda to regain its life. Our visit to Gisozi has 
shown us the extent to which the image of our nation had 
been tarnished. It was restored through selfless service that 
is beyond human comprehension. We express our sincere 
thanks for that. 

Moreover, I want to highlight two significant decisions 
made by His Excellency President of the Republic, Paul 
Kagame. Firstly, his decision to relinquish his comfortable 
life in America and return to fight in a war that could have 
cost him his life. Secondly, his commitment to quality lead- 
ership that ultimately led to the victory of the army he was 
leading. We kindly request that you convey our gratitude to 
him and let him know that we, as youth, admire and love 
him for his courage. [Applause]. 

Additionally, I'd like to say that we eagerly await the 
2024 Presidential elections so that we can vote for him once 
again. [Applause]. 

Furthermore, I urge my fellow youth to remember the 
lessons we've learned today and to share these insights with 
others. We must not forget that the genocide that befell our 
country was perpetrated by people our age who were 
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misled by authority. We should be vigilant to avoid falling 
into such a trap again. This is the advice I would like to pass 


on to my fellow youth. Thank you. [Applause]. 


13 Youth: I'm Uwamahoro Denise. First and foremost, I'd 
like to express my gratitude to the authorities and all those 
who have played a part in restoring respect to Rwandans, 
particularly the Tutsis who were victims of the 1994 
genocide. 

I have a question concerning the place where we began 
our tour. In that location, we were confronted with the sight 
of deceased individuals or remains that appeared to have 
been long forgotten, with little to no care given to them. I'm 
interested to know what measures are being taken to 
preserve this history so that it isn't forgotten but rather can 
be passed down to future generations. ‘Thank you. 


14 Youth: I'm Iyamuremye Ernest, although most people 
call me Hamisi. I'm one of the young individuals who have 
been through Iwawa Rehabilitation Center. I'd like to begin 
by expressing my deep gratitude to the Inkotanyi army for 
their selfless service. 

During the tour, I noticed that much of what I saw 
aligned with what I had learned in school. However, when 
we reached CND and witnessed the battalion consisting of 
600 soldiers, my curiosity was piqued. I wondered how the 
soldier positioned on top of that building managed to 
survive all the attacks, considering the sheer size of the army 
arrayed against him. 

The second point I'd like to raise is that during my time 
at Iwawa, I had no knowledge of the existence of such a 


36 | W.J. RUGAMBA 


history. However, through the conversations, lessons, and 
training we received, I was deeply moved and emotionally 
touched. Please join me in giving another round of applause 
to the Inkotanyi. [Applause]. 

I will conclude by extending my gratitude to the leader- 
ship of our country, starting from the President of the 
Republic of Rwanda and, of course, you, Honourable James 
Kabarebe. I used to see you on television, and this is the first 
time I've had the privilege of seeing you in person. 
[Laughter resonates throughout the audience, followed by 
applause]. Let's give him another round of applause. [The 
entire youth audience erupts in joyful applause]. I have so 
much more to say, but I'm afraid time is not on my side. 


Thank you. 


15th Youth: Thank you. I'm Ahishakiye Frugence, and I'd 
like to express my gratitude to the Inkotanyi for putting an 
end to the genocide and to our united government for 
providing education without discrimination. 

I have a question: In Rwanda, we have many young 
people who graduate from various faculties, but they often 
face challenges in finding employment upon graduation. 
However, we are aware that Rwanda maintains strong rela- 
tions with other countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, and 
America. Is it possible to explore job opportunities abroad 
for our top graduates in Rwanda through these international 
relations? ‘Thank you. 


16th Youth: My name is Elle Giselle, and I am filled with 
joy today. I must admit that today is the first time I have had 
the privilege to meet General Kabarebe James in person. I 
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love him and all the Inkotanyi beyond measure. In fact, I 
can't go a single day without visiting a YouTube channel to 
learn about the wars that you fought. 

What troubles me, however, is the existence of young 
people who deny the genocide, especially those born not 
long after 1994. I believe we are facing a challenging war in 
this regard. Sometimes, I ponder, "Oh God, what will 
become of us when the generation of leaders like James 
Kabarebe and Paul Kagame is no longer with us?" I fear that 
the RPF may lose its strength with your generation. I say 
this because I see courage and valor in men like you. 

Now, here's an idea I have: On social media platforms, 
there are many young people promoting genocide denial, 
often without a true understanding of our country’s history. 
Sometimes, these individuals deny the genocide because of 
the families they come from, indicating that the seeds of 
those who instigated the genocide continue to grow. I 
wonder if it's possible to identify the individuals posting 
such content and take measures to rid off rotten potatoes 
from the fresh ones [“Ikirayi kiboze kikarokorwa 
mubindi”].'°[Applause ensues]. 

I also have one more question to ask. I've heard a lot of 
discussion about Congo. When you invaded Rwanda, many 
of you were very young, and some were even born in foreign 
countries during that time. However, you remembered the 
suffering of the people you left behind in your homeland. 
You must have thought at some point, "How can we 
continue to endure mistreatment and death in foreign lands 
when we have our own country?” Some of you were in 
Kenya, some in Congo, and others in Uganda, yet you 
managed to come together. I was thinking it would be a wise 
move to go to Congo to help liberate the Tutsis who have 
suffered for millennia. It often feels like Tutsis are a cursed 
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population, and they are protected only by you, Inkotanyi. I 
really wish you could offer them support and protection, 
and we would all be here to support that effort. 

One more thing: I am deeply offended when foreign 
nations disrespect us. I see it as akin to a situation where a 
woman from another household comes to your door and 
insults your husband. Any woman would understand how 
painful it must feel to have another woman insult your 
husband. We believe that no foreign nation should care- 
lessly disrespect the leadership of our nation. As the youth 
of this nation, we know how to engage with such insults and 
put our abilities to good use. Could you please call upon the 
youth so that we can stand up to these bullies? Thank you. 
[Applause] 


17th Youth: Thank you. I'm Kanyana David, representing 
the bicycle taxi drivers in Gasabo. I want to express our 
gratitude for the heroic and selfless service of our national 
army. We also thank His Excellency President of the 
Republic Paul Kagame for stopping the genocide. The 
youth in Gasabo commend you for your courage, and they 
have asked me to convey their full support. ‘They've also 
requested, in a light-hearted manner, that I extend their 
greetings and shake your hand on their behalf, Honourable 


James Kabarebe, recognizing your role as a representative of 


oO 
fo} 
the President of the Republic. [Laughter and applause fill 


the room as the speaker walks across the stage, warmly hugs 
General James Kabarebe, and gives him a firm handshake.] 


18th Youth: My name is Ntagerura Patrick. I am a taxi 
driver. Most of what I would like to say has already been 
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mentioned by those who spoke before me. However, what 
unites us all here is our gratitude to the RPF and all the 
soldiers who fought to end the genocide against the ‘Tutsis. 
The history we have been exposed to during our tour is a 
stark contrast to how we previously understood our history. 
We thank you for giving us the opportunity to connect with 
this history. The only thing I would request is a moment of 
silence to honor the Inkotanyi who lost their lives in the 


war. [hank you. [applause]. 


19 Youth: Thank you. My name is Niyogisubizo, and I work 
in Nyabugogo at the street vendors market. We are grateful 
for the chance to visit the memorials and reconnect with the 
history of 1994. Our parents went through a lot of turmoil 
during that period, and by the grace of God, some managed 
to survive. My question concerns the survivors of the geno- 
cide, especially those who live with disabilities, those who 
lost their parents, and those who are unable to earn a living 
due to these disabilities. I was wondering what kinds of 
assistance and support are provided to help them sustain 
themselves? 


20th Youth: Thank you. My name is Emmanuel, and I work 
as a bicycle taxi driver in Inyanza. I want to express my grat- 
itude to Inkotanyi. I was born after the genocide, but I have 
read and learned about our history, and I've also learned the 
value of being human. Growing up, I faced the challenge of 
parents who were discriminatory, but it was rooted in their 
experiences during the genocide. After visiting the memo- 
rials and witnessing the sacrifices made by Inkotanyi to end 
the genocide, my perspective has been deeply affected. 
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I have always been interested in joining the army, but so 
far, I haven't been successful, and that matters less to me. 
What matters most is that I am a citizen of this nation, and 
should our country be invaded, I am ready to volunteer my 
service. Thank you for the courage and valor you have 
displayed throughout. We often come across young people 
with discriminatory tendencies, which is wrong. As youth, 
we should work together and support those who were 
victims of the genocide. These are my thoughts. [Applause]. 


21st Youth: My name is Hagenimana Theogene, and I 
reside in Bweramvura, Jabana. I work as a motorist taxi 
driver, and it's a blessing to be a part of this conversation. 
This is actually my second time attending such a confer- 
ence. The history we have learned from Gisozi is a great 
initiative. However, I would like to request if there could be 
a way to prepare young kids in primary school so they can 
better understand the history of the genocide. 

For instance, I was only 4 years old during the genocide, 
and I can say I share a lived experience. However, most 
youngsters in primary school have difficulties compre- 
hending the history of the genocide. This is a problem 
because these kids represent our future generations, and 
they are the ones who can potentially educate others about 
the genocide. It would be a wonderful thing to implement 
programs related to genocide education into the primary 
school curriculum. That was my first request. 

On another note, I want to express my gratitude, 
Honourable General, for your heroic actions. Such 
endeavors are not easy. We have a song that says, "I shall 
denounce and inform the authorities about that which is 


immoral.” However, there is a security issue in our area, 
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Jabana. Specifically, there are stabbings that occur in a 
particular location, especially for those commuting after 
6:00 pm. Past this time, it becomes a dangerous place to 
pass through, and this is also a challenge for motorist taxis. 
We have tried to inform the authorities about this issue, but 
we haven't seen an effective solution. 

Now that you are here, especially understanding that 
peace and stability are your top priorities, I kindly request 
that you prioritize addressing this issue in our area. 
[Applause]. One more thing: we have been informed that 
you are the advisor to the President on matters of security 
and defense. We often see people in authority not being 
truthful with the President of the Republic. I mention this 
because there was a similar case in Muhanga where a 
citizen asked a question, but it was never resolved. Having 
you here today with us feels like almost meeting with the 
President of the Republic himself. 

As a special advisor to the President, we would appre- 
ciate it if you could take this matter seriously so that people 
in our area can feel protected. It's frustrating to pay insur- 
ance as a motorist taxi driver when you are not making prof- 
its. We kindly request you to have discussions with 
Gatabazi Jean-Marie Vianney or even the Minister of 
Transport to find sustainable solutions. We have also 
witnessed others using marijuana in the same location, and 
we request your attention to this matter as well, 


Honourable. Thank you. [Applause] 


22nd Youth: Thank you. I’m Rwagasore Gakuru, 
representing the Izere Cooperative of bicycle taxi operators. 
I have a question directed to Honourable General 
Kabarebe. He mentioned that they marched from 
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Nyagatare to Gicumbi, and I wanted to ask if they walked 
the entire distance or if they used various means of trans- 
port, perhaps a bicycle taxi? [Laughter and applause]. 
Additionally, I would like to convey a message to the 
President of the Republic, His Excellency Paul Kagame, 
through Honourable General Kabarebe. Please convey our 
gratitude for restoring permits for those in the bicycle taxi 


business. [Applause]. 


23rd Youth: Thank you. My name is Nshimiyumuremyi 
Seth, and I reside in Kicukiro. I work as a bicycle taxi oper- 
ator in Kicukiro center. During my visit to the Gisozi 
memorial, I encountered numerous horrifying photos that 
left me in a state of shock. It made me reflect on the 
immense terror that survivors must have endured during 
those dark times. 

Here at CND, we learned that among those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice to liberate our nation were foreigners. 
Given the support we received from these foreigners during 
our struggle for liberation, I'd like to propose that as youth, 
we receive training [applause interjects] so that we can help 
address the ongoing issues in Congo. Similar to how 
foreigners assisted us in our quest for liberation, we can 
offer our support to the people of Congo. Even if it means 
putting our lives on the line, it would be an honorable way 
to be remembered among those who selflessly dedicated 


themselves to protect others. ‘Thank you. [applause] 


24th Youth: My name is Rugira Ohli, and I am employed at 
IMENA SOFTEK LTD. I have three questions. Firstly, we 


were informed that the first leader of the liberation struggle, 
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Fred Gisa Rwigema, tragically lost his life on the battlefield. 
It was mentioned that His Excellency, at the time, was in 
America. Before his return, who assumed command of the 
battalion following Fred Gisa Rwigema’s death? 

Secondly, during that period, the Rwandan authorities 
had received information about the individual, namely Paul 
Kagame, who would take over from Fred Gisa Rwigema. In 
response, they issued an ultimatum and coordinated with 
overseas airports to apprehend this person. Could you 
provide details about how Paul Kagame managed to join the 
rest of the army, evading capture? 

Lastly, I'm curious about the period before the arrival of 
His Excellency Paul Kagame. It was mentioned that the 
army was losing faith and becoming discouraged. We'd like 
to know if you, personally, were among the soldiers who had 
experienced such discouragement. [Laughter and 


Applause]. ‘Thank you. 


Gen. Kabarebe's response: These are more than 30 
questions, [Laughter from the audience] but they are all 
excellent questions. It's wonderful to see such curiosity. I 
only wish we had all the time in the world so that those who 
haven't had a chance to ask their questions could do so as 
well. Thank you to everyone who posed these thoughtful 
questions. We will do our best to provide answers. 


The first question addresses the issue of preventing the 
recurrence of the Rwandan genocide, either within our 
nation or elsewhere in the world. It's important to acknowl- 


edge that the phrase "NEVER AGAIN" has been 


proclaimed before, especially after the Holocaust during the 
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1940s, when the United Nations (UN) declared that there 
would never be another genocide anywhere. However, we 
must be cautious when making such proclamations, as 
history has shown us that genocides can and have occurred 
after such declarations. 

While I may not be in a position to make a universal 
proclamation that no genocide will ever happen again 
anywhere in the world, I can confidently state that we, as 
Rwandans in Rwanda, have the conviction and certainty to 
declare that no genocide shall ever happen on our soil again 
[applause]. We can make this claim based on our own expe- 
rience, the immense sacrifices made to end the genocide, 
and the continuous efforts put into building a country that 
is resilient against such horrors in the future. 

The possibility of another genocide occurring in this 
land is inconceivable given the monumental progress we 
have achieved. The foundation laid in the aftermath of the 
genocide, the way Rwanda has risen from the ashes, and the 
continued progress in rebuilding the nation make it 
unequivocal that another genocide can never happen in this 
country. This is in our best interests. I am confident that we 
will continue to educate each generation. This is a culture 
that we will pass down to future generations. 

We should note that before the genocide in 1994, 
Rwanda had a history spanning thousands of years without 
any recorded instances of genocide. The genocide that 
occurred in 1994 was a tragic outcome of the colonial 
period from the 1900s to the 1960s. During this colonial 
era, genocide ideology was ingrained and intensified as 
Rwandans were categorized into racial groups, leading to 
discriminatory practices that ultimately culminated in the 
genocide in 1994. The genocide ideology was put into prac- 
tice, beginning in 1959 when people were attacked, their 
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homes set ablaze, and further violence in 1963, 1967, 1973, 
and the killings in the 1990s. It was during these few years 
that some Rwandans were tragically misled by colonial 
forces to turn against their fellow countrymen. All of these 
events were orchestrated in the interest of colonial powers 
seeking to maintain control over Rwanda. Notably, in 
precolonial Rwanda, there is no recorded instance of geno- 
cide. However, the tragic events that unfolded in post-colo- 
nial Rwanda serve as a harsh lesson—one that we learned 
through the most challenging of circumstances. ‘These 
lessons have profoundly shaped our collective under- 
standing and left us acutely aware of the importance of 
preventing such atrocities in the future. 


The next question was posed by Byishimo, a survivor from 
Murambi. He is inquiring why we can't take action to inter- 
vene in the ongoing violence in Congo. People from all 
corners of the world are attentively monitoring the ongoing 
developments in Eastern Congo, and there is absolute 
certainty that the unfolding situation unmistakably consti- 
tutes a genocide. However, it's important to recognize that 
Congo is an independent sovereign nation, much like 
Rwanda. If other countries, including powerful nations, 
have not officially acknowledged the situation in Congo as a 
genocide, we in Rwanda cannot make such a claim. Doing 
so could be seen as interference in the internal affairs of a 
sovereign nation. Our ability to take action in such situa- 
tions is constrained by the absence of official recognition by 
the international community that what's happening in 
Congo constitutes genocide. 

As I speak, there is a United Nations presence with a 
substantial military force of approximately 19,000 soldiers, 
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in Congo. Additionally, there are East African Defense 
Forces, and Rwanda has played a significant role in 
supporting Kenyan troops deployed in Congo. In a way I 
would say, we are actively working collectively to address 
the violence through diplomatic negotiations and various 
strategies. 

Also to mention, a series of meetings have taken place 
within the East African Community to address the chal- 
lenges in Congo, now that Congo is a member of this 
regional bloc. These discussions are led by Burundi, as it 
currently holds the chairmanship. 

Rwanda alone cannot go and put an end to the violent 
developments in Congo, as numerous nations are actively 
engaged on the ground to address those challenges. ‘The 
world is watching as the situation unfold; even the Pope has 
visited Congo to engage with the country’s leadership. 
Conversations are also underway between the French, 
Americans, and British officials and Congo's leadership. In 
light of this, Rwanda stands ready to collaborate with these 
stakeholders, offering support while closely monitoring how 
situations unfold. Furthermore, those currently enduring 
genocide are displaying remarkable resilience, steadfastly 
resisting and fighting for their freedom, celebrating small 


victories with each passing day. 


Bizimana, raised a concern about the adverse impact of 
social media on young people, which left him feeling 
anxious. However, I believe that social media should not be 
a source of worry. People employ social media for diverse 
reasons, and its usage is beyond anyone's control. Some 
utilize it to promote their businesses, others to connect with 
friends, and there is a myriad of activities occurring on these 
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platforms. Unfortunately, there are also individuals with 
negative intentions targeting the youth on these platforms. 
Considering the era you are growing up in, one marked by 
significant technological influence, it is crucial to exercise 
caution and responsibility in its use, ensuring that it is not 
misused. 

In the past, before the prevalence of technology, chil- 
dren were raised within close-knit families, making it easier 
to instill good morals in them. However, in today's world, 
things have changed significantly. Children now have easy 
access to cellphones, and if not used responsibly, these 
devices can expose them to immoral information that might 
lead them astray. I would describe this as a battle in its own 
right, akin to any other conflict. 

It's commendable that young individuals like you are 
collaborating within cooperatives. You must combat the 
negative influences of social media within these groups, 
especially those emanating from individuals hostile to our 
country. It's puzzling that outsiders would speak ill of our 
nation, even though they have never lived here. You, on the 
other hand, have the privilege of living here and witnessing 
all the positive aspects of our nation. How can you be 
swayed or challenged by these outsiders? ‘To confront these 
external bullies effectively, it's essential for you to be 
actively engaged. If you encounter individuals speaking 
negatively about our country on social media, it falls upon 
you to take on the responsibility of engaging with them. 
Instead of resorting to insults like they do, your approach 
should focus on explaining and providing evidence to 
debunk the false claims and misinformation they spread. 
This is how you wage battles on social media. When you 
stand for the truth, the truth ultimately prevails. ‘Truth is 
impervious to defeat when confronted by those dissemi- 
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nating falsehoods. In fact, nowadays, they have exhausted 
all their negative rhetoric against Rwanda. The remarkable 
progress we've achieved is undeniable and apparent for 


everyone to witness. 


Ishimwe, conveyed his appreciation for the opportunity to 
engage in a dialogue with the youth on this day. I would like 
to emphasize that it's not just our responsibility but also a 
remarkable opportunity to connect with you. Such interac- 
tions are not common, particularly here in Africa, where 
young individuals from diverse occupations like yours have 
the chance to converse with those in positions of higher 
governance authority. Among us are the Mayor, Generals, 
Colonels, and Police officers, signifying that everyone in 
authority holds your opinions and perspectives in high 
esteem, granting you the respect you deserve. 

It's important to recognize the privilege you have in 
engaging in these discussions with individuals in positions 
of authority. The fact that leaders are willing to engage with 
you underscores how highly you are regarded, as you play a 
pivotal role in building and safeguarding our nation. Your 
influence is significant. ‘That being said, we shouldn't be the 
ones thanked for being here to converse with you. Rather, it 
is we who should express gratitude to you for dedicating 
your time to participate in these conversations. As individ- 
uals in positions of authority, it is our duty to share our 
knowledge with you so that you can pass it on to your peers 
and future generations, instilling a sense of patriotism. A 
stable country holds immense value for all of us. 

While it's great that you express gratitude, I must 
emphasize that the feeling is entirely mutual. We, too, 
extend our heartfelt thanks to you for your presence. You 
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are the driving force behind our nation, and underesti- 
mating or ignoring this reality would be nothing short of 
sheer foolishness—a colossal error. Once more, I want to 
underscore the rarity of opportunities where those in 
authority sit down to engage in conversations with young 
individuals like yourselves, especially in an African context. 
This is a remarkable exception, unique to Rwanda. 
[Applause]. 

Ishimwe also inquired about whether there was ever a 
moment when the Inkotanyi felt disheartened and contem- 
plated abandoning the struggle for national liberation. This 
question has a strong foundation, and I can affirm that it is 
indeed true. ‘There was a time, particularly during the early 
stages of the war, especially when the French and the 
Congolese army arrived to support Habyarimana’s forces. 
This period was marked by the loss of many of our leaders 
and soldiers. ‘The situation became unbearable in places like 
Mutara, Nyagatare, and Gabiro, which we had initially 
conquered but eventually had to abandon. We retreated to 
Akagera Park, where we faced dire conditions—no water or 
food, coupled with relentless attacks from government 
forces, including air and artillery strikes. During this chal- 
lenging period, many of us were indeed disheartened. In 
fact, the majority of us reached a breaking point. Some indi- 
viduals resorted to desperate measures, throwing them- 
selves into the Akagera River, only to be swept away by its 
currents—remarkably, they have yet to return to this day! 
[laughter]. Others fled in various directions, depending on 
their origins, whether from Burundi, Congo, ‘Tanzania, or 
Uganda. And then, there were those who simply had no 
strength left to run any further. It was during this very chal- 
lenging period that I mentioned when His Excellency 


arrived. His arrival coincided with a time when many of us 
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had exhausted all our strength. [applause]. ‘They had been 
disheartened to the extent of contemplating surrender. For 
instance, consider those who conveyed to him that the 
enemy was vastly superior to our forces; this was an indica- 
tion of their deep discouragement and inclination to 
abandon the struggle. Similarly, those who proposed 
seeking refuge in Uganda for additional time to prepare, 
perhaps a year or more, were also showing signs of profound 
discouragement. 

But the question arises: how did we manage to rekindle 
our courage and fortitude? The revival of our courage and 
strength was attributed to exceptional leadership. A leader 
who had the ability to nurture and reinforce hope in the 
hearts of those under their guidance, instilling heroic values 
and a steadfast resolve. This power became the driving 
force behind our renewed determination. We rekindled our 
hope to the extent that, regardless of the challenges or 
adversities we faced, our soldiers possessed the courage and 
optimism to advance forward. ‘This serves to clarify and 
acknowledge that there was indeed a period when we grap- 
pled with discouragement. However, the individual who 
rekindled our hope still lives among us today, and you are all 
well aware of who that person is. 

Moreover, it's worth noting that even a nation can expe- 
rience moments of discouragement. Consider, for instance, 
the year 1994, in the aftermath of the genocide, which 
claimed the lives of nearly a million people. Did the nation 
still possess the same strength it had before? It's evident that 
our nation was in a state of profound weakness. However, it 
was through the guidance of our exceptional leadership that 
our nation managed to regain its strength. If it weren't for 
this leadership, if it weren't for His Excellency the Presi- 
dent of the Republic, we would never have made such 
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remarkable progress in rebuilding our capital city, Kigali. 
[Applause]. 

Our current state of development would have been a 
distant dream. It's truly unimaginable to picture the condi- 
tion of this city around July 1994, shortly after the end of 
the genocide. The sight is beyond imagination. 


In a brief moment picture this: All the infrastructure, 
including the buildings, had been ravaged by bullets and 
lay collapsed on the ground, as you've seen during your tour 
at CND. The streets were littered with floating and piled- 
up corpses, and the stench of death hung heavily in the air. 
At every roadblock, lifeless bodies were stacked without 
end. The road stretching from Kicukiro to Nyanza was 
covered with decomposing corpses, and the decay from 
these bodies flowed through the streets like a river. The 
town was overrun by plump dogs and cats, their well-fed 
state a result of scavenging from the dead. Various types of 
carrion birds, arriving from all corners of the world, 
converged here to feast on the deceased. ‘Those who had 
sought refuge in their house ceilings, attempting to escape 
the genocide and believing it hadn't yet ended, perished 
there. Every ceiling was filled with lifeless forms. ‘There 
was no water, and there was no electricity in the city. ‘That 
was the chilling reality of this town—a haunting and horri- 
fying sight. 

Without our present leadership, which staunchly 
condemned violence and tirelessly cultivated hope, 
asserting that there's no room for despair, Rwanda’s resur- 
gence would have been impossible. It is through the collec- 
tive efforts devoted to reconstructing our nation, guided by 
the fundamental values I previously outlined, that we have 
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reached this significant milestone. Our presence here today 
would have remained an unattainable dream. 

‘Tremendous efforts have been invested in the recon- 
struction of our country. It's exceedingly difficult for you to 
fathom the distressing scenes, as you were not present 
during those times. However, for those of us who lived 
through those dark days, the memories are still vivid and 
haunting. Lest we forget. What you have witnessed are the 
remnants preserved in the memorials. Yet, try to envision a 
time when those bodies were still exposed in the open, scat- 
tered across this city. It was an incredibly haunting and 
distressing sight to witness. In summary, I would like to 
emphasize that moments of discouragement were not only 
experienced on an individual level during the struggle for 
national liberation but also extended to the entire nation 
during the genocide. However, as His Excellency consis- 
tently reminds us, it's from those moments of discourage- 
ment that our strength is derived. It's this resilience that has 
empowered us to attain the milestones we celebrate today. 


Uwizeyimana, addressed the memorials at CND and the 
battle of Rebero, raising a significant question: What 
became of the defeated soldiers? 

On July 4th, 1994, the day we halted the genocide, the 
majority of these defeated soldiers had fled the country, 
forcibly taking civilians with them into Congo. However, a 
group of approximately 1500 soldiers chose to remain in the 
country. These were the same soldiers we had been engaged 
in combat with from 1990 to 1994. Among them, some 
were complicit in perpetuating the genocide, while others 
actively participated in the killings, often with support from 


the Interahamwe and the government. 
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At the end of the genocide, these soldiers surrendered 
and approached us with requests to join our ranks, even 
though they had been our adversaries. His Excellency, the 
President of the Republic, advised us to welcome them into 
our army. But even on April 8, 1994, the day we embarked 
on a fight to stop the genocide, he had issued a press release 
via Radio Muhabura, which was operated by Inkotanyi and 
based in Kaniga, Gicumbi (this place still exists). In his 
message, he urged all members of the national army to join 
our ranks instead of aligning with the Interahamwe to 
commit further atrocities. Those who chose to stand with us 
would collaborate in our struggle for liberation. However, 
he made it clear that those who sided with the Interahamwe 
would face dire consequences. At that time, no one came 
forward to join us. In truth, there were soldiers among them 
who were eager to join us but lacked the means to do so. 
When the genocide finally came to an end, a considerable 
number, amounting to 1,500 in total, joined our army. Of 
this group, 800 soldiers were transported to Irobona in the 
South for a one-month period of rehabilitation. Simultane- 
ously, the remaining 700 soldiers were dispatched to Gako, 
where they also underwent a one-month rehabilitation and 
training program. Subsequently, they joined our ranks. 
Soldiers in higher positions retained their roles, and we 
showed them due respect. The core group of RPA soldiers 
who had fought to end the genocide had no trouble 
welcoming these soldiers, despite their recent history as 
enemies. Instead, we forged ahead, growing even stronger 
and more determined. Among those who joined our ranks, 
there were individuals possessing valuable skills. Notably, 
some among these soldiers are still in service, including the 
current Minister of Defence, Major General Albert 
Murasira, who held the rank of Vice Lieutenant when he 
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joined our cause. His Excellency asked him, "What did you 
study?” He responded, "I studied mathematics and have 
been a teacher at the University of Rwanda.” Then, His 
Excellency invited him to work in his office. ‘That’s how we 
built our force. A significant number of former soldiers from 
our adversaries continued to join our ranks, and we 
welcomed them warmly. By 1999, those who had returned 
from Congo were enlisted to serve. 

At a certain point, our army consisted of approximately 
57,000 members, largely because we were still under siege. 
Among these 57,000, a significant portion, totaling 36,000, 
were those who had recently joined us from our adversaries 
as new recruits. It's worth noting that the number of new 
recruits far exceeded the original Inkotanyi members, but 
this was not a cause for concern for us. ‘This factor actually 
contributed to our increased strength. ‘This is precisely why 
Rwanda has been able to consistently defend its borders 
and repel external threats to this day. It reinforces my asser- 
tion that there is no greater power than the synergy of 
strength united by a shared understanding. The real 
problem would have been a ruinous brand of comprehen- 
sion. But every individual who joined our ranks went 
through rigorous training—one that refined their thoughts 
and attitudes. A person's assessment would hinge on their 
actions and behavior, leading to either rewards or conse- 
quences as deemed fitting. 


There was another question about inviting living heroes to 
share their firsthand experiences of the war. Indeed, the 
soldier immortalized on top of that building is still alive; at 
the time, he held the rank of Sergeant — Sergeant Rwabin- 
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umi, he has retired as Major Rwabinumi and currently lives 
in Bugesera. Certainly, we can make arrangements to invite 
him to share his experiences with you on a different occa- 
sion. There shouldn't be any problem with him coming 
forward to share his experiences with you. [Applause]. 
However, we must recognize that heroes akin to Rwabinumi 
are numerous within our ranks. [Applause]. ‘This is why 
when they acknowledge heroes in various categories, it's 
often the case that in the highest grade, they might mention 
a soldier who isn't widely recognized or known to the 
public. We have such a wealth of heroes that our list is virtu- 
ally inexhaustible. 


Twahirwa Thierry, mentioned that his attempts to join the 
army faced several rejections. It's possible that the recruiters 
viewed him as too young at the time, which could explain 
the rejections. As for the recruiter who cited crooked teeth 
as a reason for rejection, I believe it might have been a 
playful remark. It seems more likely that they recognized his 
youth and assessed that he may not have met the physical 
fitness criteria, as you can see even now. However, this 
shouldn't be a significant issue, as there are many ways to 
serve one’s nation effectively in various fields of work. 


Nkotanyi, wanted to know how the 600 soldiers stationed 
in Kigali managed to fend off such fierce opposition from 
the then government troops, to the point where reinforce- 
ments had to be called in from Murindi. 

In response to this question, I would pose another ques- 


tion: What alternative path did they really have? Was 
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surrendering and yielding an option for them? The 600 
soldiers represented a select group from the entire Inkotanyi 
army. ‘They had arrived as part of the RPF political delega- 
tion involved in "The Arusha Accords," which officially 
constituted the Peace Agreement between the Government 
of the Republic of Rwanda and the Rwandan Patriotic 
Front. ‘The underlying idea was that, following the signing 
of the Arusha Negotiations, these soldiers would be the 
ones to integrate with government troops to establish a 
Provisional government. 

However, reality proved quite different. Following the 
genocide, the initial targets for attack were the 600 soldiers 
stationed in Kigali. hey found themselves encircled by army 
reserves converging from all directions. Interestingly, on the 
day of their arrival at CND, these 600 soldiers chose not to 
check into a hotel but instead dug defensive trenches around 
the hotel building. ‘There's a particular image capturing these 
soldiers as they entered Kigali from Ngondore in Mulindi, 
where His Excellency the President of the Republic had bid 
them farewell and briefed them on what lay ahead. They 
arrived in Kigali with UNAMIR (United Nations Assistance 
Mission for Rwanda) escort, and their entrance received an 
incredibly enthusiastic reception from residents hailing from 
every part of the city. This outpouring of support left Habya- 
rimana deeply troubled and uneasy. He was absolutely petri- 
fied. Our army had support from the locals. 

When the genocide erupted, it took only two days for 
reinforcements from Murindi to arrive in Kigali. Mean- 
while, the 600 soldiers did not confine themselves to the 
CND building during those two days. ‘They ventured out to 
rescue people who were being targeted and killed, including 


5 


those at the Stadium. Others went to Rebero. They had 
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enough resources to support themselves while awaiting 


reinforcements. 


Mwenedata asked about whether the Inkotanyi forces 
retreated during the initial invasion. Upon His Excellency’s 
return from America, he discovered us in a dire situation 
where we were no longer capable of continuing the fight 
and achieving victory. His immediate response was to 
command certain groups of soldiers to initiate a strategic 
retreat—not a complete withdrawal but a tactical step to 


regroup and plan anew. 


Uwizeyimana, had little to add beyond expressing gratitude. 
He remarked that he was profoundly shaken by the 
slaughter of innocent children. It's evident that the Geno- 
cidaires carried out their atrocities without any shred of 
mercy or discrimination. Their twisted beliefs and ideology 
drove them to ruthlessly exterminate all those they deemed 
unworthy of life. 

As for the rumors suggesting that Congolese would 
devour us are nothing more than baseless gossip. In reality, 
no one would dare commit such an act. Don't let such 
rumors waste your time. [Applause]. 


Ndayisaba Omar, similarly, had little to add beyond 
expressions of gratitude. I want to assure you that we will 
convey your gratitude to His Excellency—you have every 
right to send him your messages, and he genuinely appreci- 
ates hearing from you. [Applause]. 
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Belize, brought up a legitimate concern about the 
deterioration of the remains of the deceased in the memori- 


als. Her suggestion is undeniably valuable, and we will 


Oo 
fo) 
coordinate a meeting with the responsible parties over- 
seeing the memorials to carefully consider the most effective 


approach for preserving them. 


Ahishakiye, made a request regarding the government's 
potential collaboration with other nations it has diplomatic 
ties with to create job prospects for Rwanda's youth. I 
would like to emphasize that this aligns with the trajectory 
our government is currently following. Those with valuable 
skills will certainly reap the benefits of these opportunities. 
We've frequently heard of young Rwandans venturing to 
countries like Qatar and various Arab nations in search of 
employment. I believe that Rwanda’s true wealth lies in its 
human capital. As we advance in multiple sectors, we will 
persist in identifying new avenues for our youth to thrive 
and prosper. 


Gizele, is a dedicated YouTube viewer, and she doesn't miss 
a day without watching videos. Her interests range from 
watching content by genocide deniers and people who 
speak negatively about our country on social media to those 
who genuinely love our nation. She also asked about the 
ongoing genocide in Congo. I already covered that topic 
thoroughly. Regarding social media, I believe it's your right 
to create accounts and engage with those who criticize our 
country directly. Stand up for your country on these 
platforms! 
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David Kanyana, mainly expressed his gratitude to his 
Excellency. We shall pass them along. 


Patrick, on the other hand, conveyed his thanks and 
requested a moment of silence in honor of the heroes who 
sacrificed their lives in the struggle for our nation’s libera- 
tion and to halt the genocide. Our master of ceremony has 
duly acknowledged this request and will incorporate it into 
today's program. 


Gisubizo, asked about the services and programs available to 
assist survivors of the genocide. 

The First Lady's office has been steadfast in its efforts to 
provide support to survivors. They have received aid in the 
form of housing projects and have benefitted from various 
other government initiatives facilitated by the First Lady's 
office. Individuals who sustained injuries were admitted to 
hospitals, and those requiring specialized medical attention 
were referred to international medical facilities. “The 
government has made every effort to ensure the well-being 


fo} 
of survivors. 


Emmanuel, born after the genocide, expressed his gratitude 
for the valor of the Inkotanyi army and strongly condemned 
ethnic divisions. This is a commendable stance, as we must 
recognize that ethnic divisions ultimately leads us nowhere. 
Our history serves as a lesson that discrimination breeds 
genocide, displacement, and ultimately harms the nation. 
Ethnic divisions holds no merits. Even for those involved in 
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the genocide, some may have attempted to flee and hide 
worldwide, but others were captured, including individuals 
like Kabuga, who had substantial wealth and managed to 
evade capture for nearly three decades, could not escape 
prosecution for their roles in the genocide. Guilt and prose- 
cution eventually catch up to those who commit genocide. 
Those who planned and executed the genocide faced 
monumental failure, inviting condemnation and a curse 
upon themselves. 

Ethnic divisions stands as our foremost adversary. Our 
government is resolutely committed to combating genocide 
ideology and division above all else. ‘These two forces have 
inflicted severe wounds upon our nation. Despite our 
resilient recovery, the emotional scars they left on our hearts 
have yet to fade. Confronting ethnic divisions is a collective 
duty, and we encourage each and every one of you to play a 
part. 


Theogene, we will communicate the issues concerning 
attackers in your region to the relevant authorities respon- 
sible for national security and law enforcement. As 
mentioned before, security remains our highest priority, 
serving as the fundamental pillar upon which all other 
aspects of development depend. The prosperity of our 
tourism sector, along with that of investors and Rwanda’'s 
small business owners, relies heavily on a peaceful and 
secure environment. We will demonstrate zero tolerance for 
drug addicts in Jabana or any other locality and are wholly 
dedicated to actively identifying and eliminating these 
threats. 

Although, during our last visit to the South, the authori- 
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ties in Jabana provided explanations to His Excellency, 
Theogene has raised concerns that the reports may have 
contained inaccuracies. Rest assured, we will thoroughly 
investigate this issue, and I can guarantee that your case will 
be addressed. If His Excellency were to learn the truth 
about your situation, he would not overlook it. [Applause]. 
Regarding the matter of motorcycle insurance, we will 


initiate dialogues with the appropriate authorities. 


Rwagasore, wondered if the Inkotanyi had walked from 
Nyagatare to Gicumbi. But you'd be surprised to know it 
wasn't just Nyagatare. Inkontanyi travelled on foot from 
Kagitumba to Birunga, then returning to Mutara, followed 
by a journey to Murindi. ‘They continued on foot to Kigali 
to halt the genocide. Then extended from Mutara to 
Kayonza, Ngoma, Bugesera, and onwards to Gitarama, and 
finally to Huye, all by foot. [applause]. ‘They went from 
Kigali to Musanze and Gisenyi entirely on foot. The 
soldiers, indeed, made good use of their feet. 

Additionally, Rwagasore conveyed a message to His 
Excellency the President of the Republic, thanking him for 
the permission to reinstate bicycle taxis in operation. I am 
aware that the President expressed discontentment with 
those responsible for implementing a policy to halt bicycle 
taxi operations. The rationale behind this policy was that 
bicycle taxis contributed to road accidents. However, the 
President questioned those responsible for road safety about 
their efforts to manage traffic and prevent such accidents. 
This inquiry ultimately led to the decision to permit bicycle 
taxi operators to resume their business activities. 


[Applause]. 
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Annicet, was profoundly moved by the image he witnessed 
in Gisozi. He felt a deep emotional connection to the tragic 
events, including the loss of lives, and the role of foreign 
actors. Although I hesitate to label it as foreign intervention. 
Instead, I preferred to describe it as foreigners advocating 
for our cause within the UN—also to mention the sacrifice 


of the UNAMIR Senegalese soldier who attempted to 
rescue people but tragically lost his life in the process. 
Rwanda has, in similar situations, extended assistance to the 
world, as evidenced by its involvement in interventions in 
Darfur, Mozambique, and Central Africa. Rwanda has 
demonstrated its willingness to provide help and support, 
intervening in events. Provided negotiations adhere to trans- 
parent diplomatic protocols, there is no reason why Rwanda 


cannot offer assistance elsewhere. 


Rugira, is interested to learn who assumed leadership after 
the passing of General Fred Rwigema, that is, before the 
arrival of His Excellency the President of the Republic. 

Following the death of Gen. Rwigema, the one who 
assumed leadership of the army was Major Chris 
Bunyenyezi. ‘Tragically, he also met his end on the battle- 
field on October 23, alongside Peter Bayingana, who was 
primarily responsible for Politics and Diplomacy at the 
time. 

It was Major Bunyenyezi who informed the army about 
the impending arrival of His Excellency the President of 
the Republic, who was then in the process of organizing to 
join us from America. It remains unclear how he acquired 
this information, but he seemed to be well-informed about 


what lay ahead. 
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As for the second question, regarding the President's 
journey from America to join the army, it was indeed a chal- 
lenging and eventful journey. His own account of this 
journey can be found in his speech on Igihe. You can access 
the detailed report on Igihe to learn more about his voyage 
from America. ‘To summarize briefly, he traveled through 
various countries, including England and Belgium, before 
reaching Ethiopia. During his journey, he became aware of 
a warrant for his arrest, and an escort tasked with capturing 
him. Remarkably, he managed to evade capture. In fact, it 
was a complex and winding journey that I can't fully 
recount, but in the end, he successfully joined us in Mutara. 
[Applause]. 

Another question posed directly to me concerned 
whether I, as one of the high-ranking soldiers, had felt 
disheartened upon General Fred Rwigema's passing. To 
address this inquiry, I must clarify that I was not a high- 
ranking soldier; I held the rank of vice lieutenant. In the 
army, there were individuals with higher ranks, including 
Lieutenants, Captains, and Majors. However, despite my 
relatively junior rank, I was well-informed about the army's 
situation, being an army officer myself. 

Personally, I was not discouraged. No, I was not 
disheartened at all. In fact, I learned of General Rwigema's 
passing later that day. I had a lengthy conversation with 
another army officer who was stationed with me, and he too 
had received the news of General Rwigema's demise. 
‘Together, we came to the conclusion that this event was, in 
fact, a signal that we would triumph in this battle. If 
General Rwigema had fallen, there was no reason for 
anyone else to fear death. This realization filled us with 


courage and provided a compelling motive to persevere, 


64 | W.J. RUGAMBA 


regardless of the challenges that lay ahead. ‘Those who may 
lose their lives would do so in the pursuit of our cause, but 
the war would continue. [Applause]. 

This instilled a sense of courage in many soldiers. As 
the battle progressed, fresh young recruits joined our ranks 
and matured within our midst, providing us with significant 
strength and motivation. The same principle applies to all 
of you here; the battle now rests in your hands. The struggle 
we initiated endures, extending far beyond our time. 
Today's battle is one of nation-building, and you are the new 
recruits of this era. You stand on the frontlines, actively 
contributing to the building of our nation. 

For young individuals like yourselves, veering off course 
and being led astray is an ever-present risk. Various influ- 
ences may lead you astray, from people in your surround- 
ings to the persuasive messages of radio stations and the 
impact of social media. The path of distraction can be 
particularly enticing given your youth and ongoing quest for 


direction. 


Returning to our prior conversation regarding the liberation 
struggle, it's important to note that people from diverse 
backgrounds came from various regions to join our army. 
Among them were individuals who had previously served 
as soldiers in Uganda's national army. Initially, they were 
strangers to one another, but they came together and formed 
a much larger army. Only a few individuals were 
acquainted with each other, typically those who had 
attended the same schools or undergone similar armed 
forces training. 

Furthermore, there were recruits hailing from Rwanda, 


‘Tanzania, Congo, and Burundi, all of whom spoke different 
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languages, possessed distinct understandings and upbring- 
ings, and represented diverse cultural backgrounds. ‘The 
task of uniting all these people and instilling in them the 
determination to liberate Rwanda required significant 
effort. 

The war officially began on October rst, but it is fair to 
say that the entire month was characterized by numerous 
challenges, primarily because the force assembled to 
liberate Rwanda had not yet coalesced into a unified entity 
with a shared understanding and core values. These core 
values were the binding force that could unite and bring 
them together. Core values represented their strength. 
Regardless of their numerical size, a strong collective under- 
standing and adherence to core values had the power to 
amplify their strength. Conversely, a large group with a 
fragmented understanding would find their strength 
diminished. 

Hence, our national liberation struggle was initiated by 
individuals from diverse backgrounds and regions around 
the world, all of whom possessed the capability to take up 
arms and engage in the fight. However, the mere capability 
to bear arms and engage in combat, without a collective 
understanding and commitment to core values, diminishes 
the strength of an army. Therefore, it is accurate to assert 
that the early days of the war were indeed challenging. 
Even our adversaries at the time, which included Rwanda’s 
national army, possessed their own strengths to confront us, 
spanning military forces, political and diplomatic strategies, 
and international alliances to bolster their defense 

We are aware that President Habyarimana sought 
support from the French and the Congolese, particularly 
Mobutu's army. All these forces rallied to assist him in 
combatting our army, which primarily consisted of young 
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individuals from various regions, with limited resources— 
poorly equipped militarily. This accounts for the significant 
challenges we faced during the month of October while 
waging the war. The government forces were heavily armed 
with advanced military technology, including fighter jets, 
tanks, and an array of other military hardware, not to 
mention a substantial manpower advantage. 

The strength and capability of our army to counter this 
opposing force stemmed primarily from effective leader- 
ship. Core values aren't something that magically material- 
izes; they exist all around us but need to be instilled and 
cultivated through training. What truly aided the Inkotanyi 
in their fight and eventual victory in the war was the leader- 


ship of His Excellency the President of the Republic. 


We are all aware that at the outset of the war, His 
Excellency the President of the Republic held a high- 
ranking position in the Ugandan army. The government of 
Uganda had dispatched him overseas to pursue advanced 
military studies. However, as soon as he heard about the 
war's initiation and the participation of soldiers, including 
some of his fellow comrades like General Fred Rwigema, 
losing their lives, he decisively halted his studies and 
returned to take command of the army. 

I urge you to draw a valuable lesson from this situation. 
Often, you hear of many people here seeking petty visas to 
go to America. Some succeed, while others do not. You 
witness individuals flocking to embassies in pursuit of these 
petty visas to travel abroad. 

Prior to his departure to study in America, he had 
already initiated plans for the liberation war in Rwanda. 
The Ugandan authorities became aware of this, prompting 
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his assignment to study in America, possibly as a way to 
postpone the conflict. Nevertheless, the moment he 
received word of the war's onset, he resolutely halted his 
studies. Not even the loss of his comrades in the war could 
shake his determination (and this serves as another crucial 
lesson for all of you present here). 

Upon his return, he encountered significant obstacles. 
The Rwandan government had bolstered its defenses with a 
formidable armed force and international alliances, all 
aligned against the Inkotanyi. It was an exceptionally chal- 
lenging period for the Inkotanyi soldiers. 

So, what did he [His Excellency] bring back with him? 

It wasn't weaponry or ammunition; he came with his 
intellect. He brought with him core values that he imparted 
to the young recruits among our ranks, who had limited 
resources, little training, and minimal experience. ‘These 
core values eventually became the most potent weapons 
that would drive our struggle for national liberation. 

Upon his arrival, he encountered officers who were on 
the verge of surrender, and he inquired, "Why are you in 
this state? How could you be on the brink of defeat? How is 
it that you've been under such heavy firer” ‘Their response 
was disheartening: "Our adversary is overwhelming and far 
better equipped than we are.” Expressing the idea that the 
enemy was superior to our army was equivalent to admit- 
ting defeat and resigning ourselves to the belief that victory 
in this war was beyond reach, urging us to retreat and even 


consider surrender. 


This was, in essence, a subtle way of conceding defeat. 
Admitting that the enemy was much stronger was tanta- 


mount to relinquishing any hope of furthering their cause. 
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In response, he countered their assertion, emphasizing that 
the enemy's superior might could not overshadow the power 
of truth and the moral values they were fighting for. He 
reminded them of the profound significance of their cause, a 
purpose that held far greater value than that of the enemy, 
asserting that nothing the enemy possessed could overpower 
this noble goal. He firmly disagreed with the officers’ 
perspective that the enemy was superior to them, placing 
the responsibility for their predicament on the lack of orga- 
nization in their military tactics. 

He [His Excellency] embarked on reforming the 
soldiers’ understanding and perspective of the war. It would 
later become evident that what the Inkotanyi soldiers lacked 
during the trying months of October and November was a 
foundation of strong core values to fortify their pursuit of 
national liberation. He instructed them in the principles of 
patriotism and selfless service. Regarding patriotism, he 
educated them on the importance of cherishing their home- 
land, Rwanda, and being willing to sacrifice their lives for its 
liberation without hesitation or reservation. He provided 
instruction on selfless service, emphasizing the importance 
of valor, a quality that can be cultivated. He instilled in 
them the values of perseverance and resourcefulness, 
teaching them how to achieve more with fewer resources. 
Above all, he stressed the significance of discipline. 

While imparting these lessons, he demonstrated their 
practical application in battle. He educated them on deci- 
sion-making and taking responsibility. He showcased the 
impracticality of launching a successful invasion in Mutara 
due to its geography and topography, which made it easily 
accessible to an enemy armed with advanced technologies 
like fighter jets and tanks, which could overpower you at 


will. 
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As a strategic move, he decided to relocate the soldiers 
from Mutara to Gicumbi, a mountainous region less acces- 
sible to tanks. Consequently, the war was waged in this 
mountainous terrain, significantly reducing the effective- 
ness of tank attacks. His decision to relocate the soldiers not 
only proved life-saving but also an effective tactic in the 
interim. However, he later discovered that the war was not 
progressing as well as expected due to soldiers’ fatigue. ‘This 
realization prompted him to convene a meeting with the 
commanders, which took place during the Christmas season 
of 1990. During this meeting, he sought their input on how 
to boost morale among the soldiers to ensure they could 
fight effectively and secure victory. By that time, he had 
spent nearly two months with them. One soldier among 
those present expressed the growing challenges on the 
frontlines, suggesting that it might be beneficial to request 
permission from the Ugandan authorities to allow them to 
return to Uganda for a year-long retreat to recuperate and 
prepare for further action. 

This incident serves as clear evidence that some soldiers 
were on the brink of giving up the fight, as they pleaded for 
a retreat to Uganda. However, the question arises: Would 
they have returned to the battlefield if they had been 
allowed to retreat? It is highly unlikely that many of them 
would have mustered the courage to come back, considering 
the terrifying scenes they had witnessed on the frontlines. 
Hence, this request seemed more like an excuse to seek 
refuge elsewhere. 

Based on this incident, His Excellency made another 
audacious decision. He ordered the transfer of all soldiers 
from the Gicumbi mountains to the Birunga mountains, 
including locations like Gahinga, Muhabura, and Sabyinyo. 
Here, he found the space to conduct comprehensive 
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training for both leadership positions and the entire body of 
soldiers, focusing on core values and the paramount impor- 
tance of discipline as the foundation of everything. 

He emphasized key virtues such as valor, selflessness, 
and patriotism, while also teaching them how to maximize 
the utility of limited resources. For example, soldiers might 
be provided with only a few bullets, say 10 rounds. He 
would then instruct these soldiers on how to effectively 
utilize these 10 bullets to acquire more boxes of ammuni- 
tion. This was essential because our enemy possessed far 
more resources in comparison. The enemy had received 
extensive support from its allies, including numerous boxes 
of bullets and arms, as well as canned food like beef, beans, 
and fish. However, due to their training in discipline, 
Inkotanyi soldiers prioritized acquiring bullets over food, 
despite enduring hunger. 

They became adept at resourceful use, achieving more 
with fewer resources. Another crucial aspect of his teach- 
ings was fostering proper thinking. He instilled in them 
patriotic values, nurturing their love for their nation and for 
all Rwandans. He emphasized the importance of sound and 
strategic thinking. 

In the course of the conflict, there were occasions when 
our enemy captured our soldiers, and likewise, we occasion- 
ally apprehended their soldiers. The stark difference lay in 
how each side treated prisoners. When our enemy captured 
our soldiers, they often met with dire consequences. 
However, when we captured their soldiers, wounded in 
battle, we ensured they received proper medical care, 
treating them as our own. These healed prisoners would 
then live among us and provide invaluable intelligence to 
assist our cause. They also served as guides due to their 
familiarity with the country's geography. 
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For instance, during the battles in Ruhengeri, we 
heavily relied on information from captured enemy soldiers. 
No Inkotanyi had prior knowledge of Ruhengeri's geograph- 
ical location or the routes from Ruhengeri to Gisenyi, or 
even the whereabouts of Kamuhoza. The road from Ruhen- 
geri to Kigali was also unknown to our troops. It was these 
captured soldiers who supplied us with vital intelligence 
during the war. One such captured soldier, named Minani, 
although I'm uncertain of his current whereabouts, proved 
immensely valuable by providing us with crucial intel- 
ligence. 

As I mentioned earlier, all these core values could only 
be acquired through thorough training. In a remarkably 
short span of time, the youth from diverse backgrounds who 
comprised our army became so unified that it was almost as 
if they were a single entity. By 1991, it was virtually impos- 
sible to discern their origins within the ranks of the 
Inkotanyi. 

By that point, it had become challenging to identify and 
say, “This individual is from Uganda, that one is from 
Tanzania, this one is from Rwanda, or Congo, and that one 
is from Burundi." Whether you observed a unit in Mutara, 
another in Gicumbi, one in Burera, or another in Musanze, 
they all appeared indistinguishable. ‘They had been consoli- 
dated into a singular entity, not only in appearance but also 
in their thoughts, understanding, and shared pursuit of a 


common goal. Their aim was to achieve the same objective. 


It was that unity, shared understanding, disciplined 
commitment, valor, patriotism, and selflessness that consti- 
tuted the true foundation of the Inkotanyi, even more so 
than the advanced weaponry, as we had limited access to 
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such ammunition for defense. Everything you have 
witnessed today, particularly how the genocide was halted, 
was achieved through the strength of the heart—a heart 
more powerful and selfless than any ammunition. 

That's how the Inkotanyi operated throughout the years 
from 1991 to 1994. Whenever you encountered Inkotanyi, 
you found a cohesive unit—a united army with a shared 
understanding, all dedicated to a common goal. ‘This opera- 
tional unity was a result of their training to function as one. 

The same principle applies to the event today. ‘Thanks 
to the history of fostering unity among the Inkotanyi, this 
training in unity has extended to all Rwandan youth, span- 
ning from the eastern to the western parts of the country. 
Rwandan youth are uniform in their beliefs and actions. 
Those who have witnessed your spirited singing here today 
might liken you to the Inkotanyi of the years 1991-1992. In 
essence, you are not much different from the Inkotanyi of 
that era. [Enthusiastic Applause]. 

There is no discernible distinction among you 
Inkotanyi. What this signifies is that the seeds sown from 
the 1990s to 2023 have grown to resemble the Inkotanyi of 
the past. I challenge you to go to Rusizi today, gather the 
youth from Rusizi, send someone else to Nyagatare, and 
another to Gicumbi, while yet another gathers the youth 
from Bugesera. You will be struck by the uniformity among 
these youth. ‘Their thoughts align, and they share a common 
understanding. All of this underscores the fact that core 
values spread and develop through deliberate teaching. 

This is the reason why youth like yourselves, living in 
this city, respond without hesitation when invited to events 
like these. 

Gatherings like this are not commonplace elsewhere. 
This signifies that your level of thinking and understanding 
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has reached remarkable heights. In other places, you might 
witness youth protesting on motorcycles, hurling aimless 
stones around the city, engaging in protests devoid of 
genuine causes. This is often due to their deficient and trou- 
bled understanding. 


What I want to emphasize is that to halt the genocide, it was 
an immense challenge for the 19,000 Inkotanyi soldiers, 
pitted against Habyarimana's forces numbering 50,000, 
along with a gendarmerie force of around 30,000, adding 
up to a total of 80,000. Additionally, there were the Intera- 
hamwe, numbering in the thousands, armed with machetes, 
arrows, guns, and an assortment of weaponry. You can well 
imagine the formidable opposition the 19,000 Inkotanyi 
soldiers faced in their efforts to stop the genocide. 

The strength they drew upon did not come from 
advanced weaponry; rather, it stemmed from unwavering 
courage, profound patriotism, strict discipline, indomitable 
valor, and selflessness. It was the commitment to selfless 
service, prioritizing the nation’s interests (so that the nation 
could survive and have a brighter tomorrow) above all else, 
even in the face of imminent danger and death. 

There isn't a single individual who can claim not to 
have a role to fulfill in the service of their country. It's 
imperative that nobody underestimates their potential 
contribution to their nation. Every living, breathing person 
can make a meaningful contribution and serve their coun- 
try. For all you young people here, the Mayor has touched 
upon your various occupations. Considering what you're 
doing at your age, if you aspire to become a millionaire in 
the future, there's absolutely nothing stopping you, as long 


as you have your hands and your mind. ‘The key is to uphold 
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good core values—that's all you require. You won't find 
wealth randomly heaped at some obscure location. What 
you truly need is intelligence, core values, and a strong work 
ethic. With these qualities, you can achieve more with less. 
Even a modest beginning can take you to great heights. It's 
entirely possible, just as the Inkotanyi managed to achieve 
so much with limited resources, ultimately stopping the 
genocide. This serves as proof that anything is achievable 
when you possess determination and a clear goal. All you 
need is a well-defined goal, and the right set of core values 
to guide you towards your desired destination. 


[The music sets the rhythm, and the youth dance 
energetically to the beat, creating an atmosphere filled with 
joy and jubilation. This marks the conclusion of the 


speech. ] 


1. It’s worthy noting the t-shirt they are wearing. Green t-shirts, with 
UNDP logo, The national emblem of Rwanda, Youth Connekt 

2. This is the same speaker who will be referred to as the ‘9th Youth.’ His 
name is Nkotanyi Shadrack. 

3. The term "Afande" is a Swahili word believed to have been borrowed 
from Ottoman Turkish (efendi), which was used to denote a rank for 
non-European officers in various colonial African military forces. In 
Rwanda, it is commonly used to address military officers and Police 
authorities. 

4. This is the same speaker who will be referred to as the ‘roth Youth.’ He 
goes by the name Mwenedata Dieudonné and represents the taxi 
motorists. 

5. It seems that in the final years of his career, Kabarebe had taken on the 
role of a historian and even that of a university lecturer. 

6. In Rwandan discourse, the pervasive use of collective language often 
implies that the speaker assumes the authority to speak on behalf of the 
entire community or group. This cultural preference for collectivism 
can sometimes stifle individuality, leading to a climate where dissenting 
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thoughts or actions are viewed with suspicion and may even be 
discouraged. 

The strong emphasis on collective identity and unity, deeply 
ingrained in Rwandan society, undoubtedly fosters a sense of commu- 
nity and shared responsibility. However, from a critical perspective, 
this emphasis on collectivism may raise concerns about the suppression 
of individual voices and the potential for conformity at the expense of 
diverse perspectives. 

I contend that an individual's thoughts and actions should be 
permitted to exist independently, free from any collective association. 
This standpoint emphasizes the significance of individual autonomy 
and the essential role that diverse viewpoints play in shaping a society. 
Without this autonomy, how can individuals be held accountable for 
their own choices and actions? 

Signs of indoctrinations, uniformity. A collective conscious. A 
collective pysche. A collective memory. So that people can remember 
history the way you want them to remember it. 

. The speaker spoke quickly, making it challenging for the author to 
clearly discern her name as it was pronounced. 

. The author was unable to ascertain the speaker's second name because 
of the speaker's incoherent speech. In the video recording, the master of 
ceremonies repeatedly asked the speaker to pronounce his second 
name clearly. Therefore, the second name is absent from this 
transcript. 

. Iwawa Rehabilitation Center: is one of three rehabilitation centers of 
the National Rehabilitation Service. IRC is located on Iwawa Island of 
Kivu Lake, in Boneza Sector of Rutsiro District, Western Province. 

IRC was established by the Government of Rwanda in 2010 witha 
mandate to rehabilitate male delinquents of over 18 years old who 
exhibit deviant behaviours. It is established by the Presidential Order 
N’ 99/01 of 02/06/2018. 

The main mission of Iwawa Rehabilitation Centre is to rehabilitate 
male delinquents from across the country so that they stop drug 
consumption or any other deviant behaviour, equip them with voca- 
tional and hands on skills that help them integrate in the community 
and participate in the social- economic and political development of 
Rwanda. 

To date, IRC has the capacity to accommodate 4,000 male delin- 
quents per year but activities to upgrade it so that it accommodates 
6,000 delinquents per year are underway. 

Persons admitted at IRC are given by the State all related needs, 
including, accommodation, food, medical care clothing and all other 
basic needs required in his or her daily life. 
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People admitted at IRC benefit from rehabilitation services (psy- 
chosocial and medical treatment) and Technical, Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET) courses like carpentry, masonry, tailoring, agri- 
culture, crop production with literacy and numeracy, motorcycle 
driving and other crosscutting courses under the lead of the Workforce 
Development Authority (WDA). 

Counselling sessions, special health care and vocational skills 
provided to people admitted at IRC enable them to leave the centre 
with positive values, get employment and play an active role in the 
social economic development of our country. 

Persons who complete rehabilitation programs in the Center are 
handed over to the District authorities of their place of origin, to take 
them back to their families. However, a person transferred to the 
Center who shows tangible signs of change of conduct, may be handed 
over to the District authorities of origin before the end of the planned 
programs. 

From 2011 to September 2019, around 21,614 people have been 
rehabilitated and provided with TVET skills at Iwawa Rehabilitation 
Centre as well as facilitated to reintegrate in the community. 

Rehabilitation services provided to delinquents 
admitted at IRC: 

1. Individual therapy 

2. Group therapy 

3. Psychoeducation 

4. Ergo therapy 

5. Family therapy 

6. Religious and sports activities 

Health care services provided to persons admitted 
in IRC: 

1. General medicine 

2. Male circumcision 

3. Dental & eye treatment in partnership with Rwanda Military 
Hospital 

Educational programs provided to persons admitted 
in IRC: 

1. National programs 

2. Dangers of indulging in deviant acts 

3. Values and Taboos of Rwandan culture 

4. Job creation strategies 

5. Benefits of using own strength and skills for self-development 

TVET coursesprovided to persons admitted in IRC: 

1. Carpentry 

2. Masonry 
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3. Tailoring 
4. Agriculture 
5. Literacy to illiterate youth 
6. Driving Motorcycle 
1o. The author found it necessary to directly quote the speaker because the 
phrase "Tkirayi kiboze kikarokorwa mubindi” [to rid off rotten potatoes 
from the fresh ones] carries a profound and stark message. 


SEPTEMBER 1ST, 2023 


GENERAL (RTD) JAMES KABAREBE'S 
RETIREMENT SPEECH 


n September 1, 2023, the Rwanda Defence 
Force (RDF) held its eleventh retirement cere- 
mony, honoring military personnel reaching 
retirement age and concluding their service contracts. ‘The 
solemn event took place at the RDF headquarters in Kimi- 
hurura, where retiring generals and senior officers bid 
farewell to their distinguished military careers.’ General 
(Rtd) James Kabarebe expressed hope in the RDF's current 
state and thanked President Paul Kagame for visionary 
leadership. Minister of Defence Hon Juvénal Mariza- 
munda, on behalf of the President, recognized the retirees’ 
contributions to nation-building and the liberation struggle, 
stressing the importance of their mentorship for those still 
in service. The retirees received certificates in recognition 
of their dedicated service to the RDF.” General (Rtd) James 
Kabarebe initially delivered his speech in Kinyarwanda, the 
native language. The following is the English translation of 
his speech. 
Distinguished Minister of Defence, Chief of Defence 
Staff, Service Chiefs, Generals, Senior Officers, and 
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beloved members of our families—gathered here today, I 
extend my warm greetings and a pleasant afternoon to you 
all. [Applause]. The word I'm about to share with you today 
holds particular significance because it's a very special day. 
It's a wonderful day filled with immense joy. For nearly a 
month, I've been carefully considering my speech because I 
was well aware that this day was approaching. When CDS 
(Chief of Defence Staff) compiling a list of those to go into 
retirement this year, him and I had a lengthy conversation 
about this and I urged him to place my name at the top of 
the list, and the others should follow suit. [Applause]. 

As it turns out, he had the same idea in mind. So, I was 
well aware that such a day would eventually arrive. Many 
times, when I contemplated this moment, I found myself 
pleasantly unsure of what words I would use in my speech 
—there seemed to be an insufficiency of words to convey my 
heartfelt emotions. I've made several attempts to put my 
speech on paper, but each time, I discarded those drafts. In 
the end, I've decided to speak from the heart. My words will 
be sincere and heartfelt. [Applause]. 

Today, I don't have much to say, but rather to express 
our gratitude—our heartfelt thanks, on behalf of the Gener- 
als, Senior Officers, and all the soldiers who are retiring. My 
speech is dedicated to expressing our appreciation to the 
Commander-in-Chief of the RDF (Rwanda Defence Force), 
His Excellency ‘The President of the Republic of Rwanda. 
[Applause]. We extend our profound gratitude to him. It 
has been a tremendous privilege and a profound honor to 
have served under the leadership of His Excellency The 
President of the Republic. [Applause]. It is indeed a remark- 
able honor, for he is an extraordinary individual—a truly 
exceptional person. Among those of us retiring from service 


today, which includes many here, we have served in the 
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struggle to liberate our nation since our youth. While some 
of us are retiring today, there are others who continue to 
serve, but we all embarked on this journey together at the 
same time. These individuals appreciate the significance 
and the respect we hold for His Excellency. They under- 
stand the remarkable journey he has led us on—a journey 
that encompasses challenges and experiences beyond what 
words can adequately convey. ‘hey comprehend how he 
built this army, how the army halted the genocide, and how 
it has persistently safeguarded the nation to this day. His 
journey alongside these soldiers is an exceptional chapter in 
history. However, for those of us who are well acquainted 
with his operations and how he diligently worked, we are 
filled with immense pride and honor. Expressing our grati- 
tude in words alone feels inadequate. It really has been a 
privilege to have walked this journey together. 


The transformation of the RPA into RDF under the 
leadership of His Excellency is truly remarkable. ‘Those of 
us retiring today are astounded by its strength and have 
strong faith that our nation is secure and well-protected in 
terms of national security. [Applause]. His Excellency 
created RDF to become a resolute and steadfast military 
force, not only in its character, philosophy, and actions but 
also in a manner that endures the test of time. The RDF's 
present vigor inspires optimism among retirees and soon-to- 
be retirees, assuring them that they can step into retirement 
with resolute confidence in the capable guardianship of our 
nation. [Applause]. 

Among us retirees today, there are individuals who have 
dedicated a substantial portion of their lives, spanning 


fo) 
approximately 33 to 43 years, to this military service. ‘These 
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are not mere fleeting years. As I previously mentioned, 
serving under the leadership of His Excellency, a 
commander who has never faced defeat in any of the battles 
waged [Applause], and then serving within the RDF, an 
army that has remained undefeated in any battle 
[Applause], holds immense significance and honor. As we 
retire from our service today, we carry a profound sense of 
pride and hold no regrets, for we have served diligently. ‘The 
legacy we pass on to our comrades who will assume our 
roles is one of great significance, accompanied by the 
responsibility we trust they will continue to nurture and 
build upon it in their own service. 


Retiring individuals who have faithfully served in the RDF 
has become a valuable tradition. We initiated this practice 
with the intention of fortifying our armed forces, nurturing 
its strength. Retirement can be likened to enlisting new 
recruits into our ranks; it's the natural cycle of the military. 
Individuals join, they serve, and when the time is right, they 
retire. Military service demands physical vigor, and thus, 
there comes a time for the seasoned veterans to make way 
for the younger generation, who inject fresh strength into 
the armed forces. ‘This transition is a positive contribution 
to the overall strength of the military. [Applause]. The 
manner in which His Excellency consistently shapes this 
army instills confidence that it will endure and thrive for at 
least the next century or more. The tradition of retiring 
veterans while recruiting fresh soldiers is a commendable 
practice, safeguarding Rwanda not only in the present but 
also for the foreseeable future and beyond. 
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Having served in the military and transitioning into 
retirement does not signify the end of one's service. You 
may retire from the formal military role, but the spirit of a 
soldier within you never truly retires. 

These retiring veterans are going into retirement with a 
wealth of wisdom, experience, and expertise. Their deep 
patriotism and love for the nation persist. In essence, they 
will carry on serving in various roles, whether it be through 
mentorship or other capacities. I dare say, these men you see 
today entering retirement would not hesitate to take up 
arms and defend our nation should it ever face a national 
threat. 

We assure fellow Rwandans that our country stands 
well-guarded. The RDF's might gives us every reason to 
believe that our nation’s security will endure for years to 
come, given the abundant resources at our disposal. Our 
confidence stems from the younger generation stepping into 
our roles—their courage and dedication leave no doubt that 
our nation is firmly in the hands of those who will fiercely 
protect it. [Applause]. 

My speech would be incomplete without conveying my 
sincere appreciation to the soldiers, officers, and generals 
who have been our comrades in the RDF army for many 
years, dating back to our youth. We have served together as 
a family, and so our familial bond shall endure. In the RDF, 
retirement differs from how it's typically seen in other 
armies. Elsewhere, retirees often sever all ties with their 
service past, leaving behind everything familiar. In the 
RDF, when we retire, the family bond endures. Retirement 
here can be likened to formally setting aside the uniform, all 
the while understanding that should duty ever call again, 
you can don your uniform and resume service without hesi- 


tation. [Applause]. 
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Today's cohort of retirees has had a unique privilege 
unlike any other, as we spent a remarkable few hours with 
His Excellency, the Commander-in-Chief. During this 
time, we engaged in profound conversations, delving into 
our nation’s history, our current state, and the trajectory of 
our future. Furthermore, we discussed the potential for our 
service to be reactivated if duty were to call us back into 
action. It was an exceptional honor and delight to sit down 
with him and have an open and candid exchange. The 
Generals and Officers present had the chance to express 
their thoughts, ask questions, and share their ideas freely. 
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to His Excellency for 
granting us this valuable opportunity. 


I'd like to express my gratitude to our families, both those 
present here and those unable to attend this ceremony. It 
would have been nearly impossible to fulfill our responsibil- 
ities without their unwavering support. In many instances, 
the nature of our work required us to be away from our 
families, resulting in limited time spent with our loved ones. 
However, they persevered, understood, and wholeheartedly 
supported our endeavors. ‘They truly deserve our heartfelt 
thanks. 

As I conclude my speech, I want to extend my apprecia- 
tion to all of you gathered here today. I want to emphasize 
that the tradition of bidding farewell and retiring those who 
have served in our army will continue, as it is integral to 
building and maintaining a strong military force. ‘This prac- 
tice has been instrumental in fortifying our army. Today, we 
bear witness to the strength of our armed forces, which 
stems from a tradition of selflessness and_ prioritizing 


national interests above all else. 
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Promoting junior soldiers to higher ranks and entrusting 
them with responsibilities, as His Excellency has consis- 
tently done, is a tradition with a long history, dating back to 
1991 and 1992. Long-standing members of this army are 
well-acquainted with this practice, wherein His Excellency 
elevates junior soldiers to higher ranks. ‘The fact that we still 
have him with us to remind us of this tradition is a momen- 
tous opportunity, and we must seize it to perpetuate this 
practice. 

I cannot go into further details, as doing so would 
involve disclosing classified information pertaining to our 
military operations. However, I can assure you that our 
armed forces are in excellent shape. The most compelling 
testimonies would undoubtedly come from our adversaries, 
those who have encountered the formidable might of our 
military's fiery resolve. [Applause]. 


I would like to express my gratitude to all of you. I also want 
to extend my appreciation to my colleagues for entrusting 
me with the privilege of speaking on their behalf. It's no 
small feat to represent the diverse thoughts and feelings of 
each of my comrades, as everyone holds their own personal 
stories close to their hearts. 

Let us continue to work together as a united family, 
comprised of both retiring veterans and those who have 
been promoted to fill our ranks. This cohesive unit is the 
foundation upon which our nation will build its sustainable 
development. 

In conclusion, I want to bid farewell and extend my best 
wishes to those who are retiring from their service. Remem- 
ber, "Once a soldier, always a soldier." ‘Thank you. 


[Applause]. 
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1. REF: RDF/MPR/A/10/10/23 
Kigali, 30 August 2023 
1. H.E. The President Of The Republic Of Rwanda And 
Commander-In-Chief Of RDF has Approved The Retirement of the 
Following Generals: 


RANK 
Gen 
Gen 

Lt Gen 
Lt Gen 
Maj Gen 
Maj Gen 
Maj Gen 
Maj Gen 
Maj Gen 
Brig Gen 
Brig Gen 
Brig Gen 


NAMES 
James Kabarebe 
Fred Ibingira 
Charles Kayonga 
Frank Mushyo Kamanzi 
Martin Nzaramba 
Eric Murokore 
Augustin Turagara 
Charles Karamba 
Albert Murasira 
Chris Murari 
Didace Ndahiro 
Emmanuel Ndahiro 


2. H.E. The President has also approved the retirement of 83 
Senior Officers, 06 Junior Officers and 86 Senior NCOs, 678 End of 
Contract And 160 Medical Discharges. 


Ministry of Defence, Rwanda. RDF Honourably Bids Farewell To 


Retiring Generals And Senior Officers At A Ceremony At Has https:// 


www.mod.gov.rw/news-detail/rdf-solemnly-honours-retiring-military- 


officers 


JULY 9TH, 2021 


A CONVERSATION WITH RWANDAN YOUTH 
FROM DIASPORA 


eneral Kabarebe engaged with a group of 60 

young individuals from the Diaspora on July 9th, 

2021. This interactive session was documented 
and subsequently shared on YouTube*, where General 
Kabarebe was asked to number of questions on Rwanda's 
Liberation Struggle. ‘The conversation happened mostly in 
the English with a 


You have completed the journey—the Liberation Trail, 
which you started at Kagitumba and through Murindi, up to 
the parliament here. The most important thing for you to 
note is that the Liberation Trail doesn't end at the parlia- 
ment here. It continues. It continues because the struggle 
itself for Liberation is a continuous journey. The contribu- 
tions you will make on your own part as youth, as the next 
generation, will also form part of this Liberation Trail. It 


* KT Press Rwanda. Gen. Kabarebe interacts with Rwandan Youth from 


Diaspora: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mqyi-2kAJUY 
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will also go into the history of this country as part of your 
own contribution. Because Liberation means _ socio- 
economic transformation of Rwanda, which is an ongoing 


rocess—an ongoing journey and a transgenerational one. It 
P g J y g 


S 
is passed on from generation to generation. ‘The generation 
which started the liberation struggle at Kagitumba in 1990, 
of course, has been reinforced by other generations time 
after time. So, truly, it's now your turn as the next genera- 
tion of this country to take on the mantle of this liberation 
and make your own contribution, and it will also go into 
history. It will be judged if you will have succeeded. It will 
be appraised if you will have failed—it will also go into that 


history. 


Both ministers talked about the values. The values that are 
critical for, and form the basis upon which everything else 
we do is based upon. ‘They talked of a number of values. I 
can only add and echo their words. ‘The values of high level 
of patriotism. The values of high level of sacrifice. The 
values of selflessness. The values of discipline. ‘The values 
of charisma and brevity. The values of resilience. The 
values of economy of effort—using so little to achieve so 
much. And also sticking to the visions set by the leadership. 
All these were central in guiding the RPA from 1990 until 
today, with an exceptional leadership that was central and is 
still central in fostering this country to where we are head- 
ing to. 

So, 27 years down the road, when we talk of Rwanda 
being the easiest place to do business in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, when we talk of Rwanda being the second most 
competitive in Africa to do business, when we talk about 
Rwanda being the safest place in Africa, when we talk 
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about Rwanda being the gth best place to be a woman glob- 
ally, when we talk about Rwanda being the 7th most effec- 
tive government, when we talk about Rwanda being among 
the 5 topmost countries to contribute to peace and security 
through peacekeeping missions, these are achievements that 
have been reached within just 27 years after genocide. So, it 
means that with what has been built, with the foundation 
that has been put in place, moving forward is not difficult. It 
is not difficult because, as you saw from the Liberation Trail, 
I think people might have tried to explain to you what 
happened from 1999, starting with the setback of 1990. In 
the first week, the RPA lost a number of leaders and 
soldiers. It was not an easy journey. But it was overcome 
through strong and exceptional leadership that took over the 
leadership of the struggle. So, the Liberation Trail takes you 
up to the stopping of genocide, up to rebuilding this nation, 
up to military integration, up to unity and reconciliation, up 
to building institutions, up to the reconstruction of the econ- 
omy. It is a very long journey that embodies quite a lot of 
things, but it has all been done by individuals through 
commitment, through keeping focus on the vision set by this 
country. And you, as the youth that are ready to take over 
and move this country to the next step, have no excuse 
whatsoever for failure. I think failure is not something that 
we should even think about because looking at the insur- 
mountable challenges that the country has gone through 
and overcome them and moved on and even achieved what 
seemingly was looked impossible. ‘This should give us great 
courage; it should give us impetus to work even harder. ‘The 
ministers have talked so much about it. I can only echo the 
same and say we are proud of the youth today because even 
taking from what you have done on your own to take the 
initiative and come around. You have this urge—pay your 


JAMES KABAREBE’S SELECTED PUBLIC SPEECHES | 89 


own money, pay your own tickets. It’s so encouraging and so 


promising. 


As you went through the Liberation Trail, maybe people 
who explained it to you must have not exhausted every- 
thing, but we can open up here. Ask as many questions as 
you want, just to fill the gaps that may not have been 
explained enough to you during the whole journey that you 
went through for the last—maybe two days. So, I thank you, 
and we can take up questions. 


The first question comes from a young man living in 
Belgium. He posed his question in French, but General 


Kabarebe responded in English. 


Gen. Kabarebe’s Response: Yes. Every phase of liberation 
has its own challenges. ‘The first phase of liberation was 
confronted with physical fighting. Fighting directly with 
people who are armed during the liberation struggle, during 
the campaign to stop genocide, this is physical fighting. So 
this particular phase of liberation confronts many other 
challenges, including remnants of genocide that keep on, 
this time mudslinging the government, talking bad about the 
government using social media, using whatever forums just 
to talk bad about the government. So this is a very difficult 
part of the liberation struggle, where, you know—somebody 
just sits somewhere on his gadget and just writes any 
rubbish to feed to the public. During this phase, this is 
where you come up as the youth. This is where you are 
expected to play your own role because you don’t lack the 
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content. You don’t lack information about your country. It’s 
open source—it’s everywhere. If there is any country that 
communicates about itself, about its achievement, about 
what it’s doing to the population—it’s Rwanda. So the infor- 
mation is out there. The content is out there. But what we 
have not seen coming forth is our youth, taking up this fight 
and vigorously fighting to defend their country using the 
same platforms the distractors are using. hey are using the 
internet, you have internet. They are using social media 
platform, you are always there. So you are not lacking in any 
way—and you should not wait to be called upon, you know, 
to tell you to fight for your own country. No. You are there. 
You should be doing it day and night. [He pauses, then 
gazes at his audience]. 

If they post concoctions and fabrications about your 
country, lies about your country, you know the truth about 
your country. You know, you have information. You can 
even ask wherever you are. You have the embassies, you 
have, you know, communities, you have the diasporas—you 
have all these organizations. You can on your own take upon 
this fight, and fight it seriously and you will defeat them. At 
least you say the good things. They will not stop saying the 
bad things. But at least you will have also fed the public 
with the right things. 

So, this is another phase of the struggle that was 
expected. Usually, after the defeat of the génocidaires, it is 
expected that they will go out there and start, you know, 
another form of campaign. But the response is expected 
from you. You have to come up and defend your country. 
You have the contents. You know the country. You have the 
information, and if you don't have it, you know how to find 
it. But you shouldn't sit by and just lament that, you know, 
some negative people are talking bad about your country. 
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You should just come up and—you know, make adequate 
responses because you are even better placed than them. 
[He pauses, directing his gaze toward the audience, seem- 
ingly seeking assurance that his message is being well- 
received]. 

So, this is expected. It is expected that after genocide, 
the remnants of the genocide ideology and the executors of 
the genocide and other criminals will join together and fight 
the government using, you know, social media, using other 
forms of media, and other platforms. But it is another phase 
that we also should, you know, not leave them to dominate. 
How do we leave them to dominate this space when we 
have all it takes to, you know, make them quiet or respond to 
them—or even not necessarily responding to them, but 
informing the world about your own country—the good of 
your country. If, for example, you have only chosen to write 
about the good you have seen since you came around, and if 
you have been posting about it, that's good news. So, 
whoever will write anything bad about Rwanda, the good 
you have written will counter the negative aspects of those 
who are trying to, you know, write negatively about your 


country. Thank you. 


The second question is posed by a 33-year-old young lady 
from Liége, Belgium, whose name the author couldn't 
discern. Her question is as follows: 

[She begins by introducing herself] 

"I have a question for General Kabarebe, James. I will 
ask my question in English so that everyone can better 
understand it. But first of all, I would like to thank RPA 
Inkotanyi, spearheaded by His Excellency Paul Kagame, for 


their patriotism, heroism, zeal, and determination to bring 
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all of us Rwandans identity and dignity. We also thank the 
Government of National Unity for the effort in empow- 
ering youth in different areas, including leadership, etc. 
Since Rwandan youth are the cornerstone of Rwanda’s 
development—this is emphasized by the fact that our 
country has been liberated by youth, even though they were 
younger than we are here today. So, my question is: Do you 
find today's youth promising and reliable enough to carry on 
the mission of building the country and sustaining what has 
already been achieved? And also working towards achieving 
Vision 2050, as recently General Kabarebe emphasized that 
the Liberation Trail continues. Thank you." 


The third question is posed by an 18-year-old, Yuhi Caesar, 
a Second Year student of Political Science and International 
Relations in Toronto. 

He goes: “My question is directed towards General 
Kabarebe. In the third phase of the Liberation trail, we 
visited the Murindi headquarters where they spoke about— 
well, they mentioned your name a few times, but they never 
got into any details as to your contribution towards the 
Liberation Struggle. So my question would be if you could 
quickly elaborate on your role in the liberation struggle and 
also how you see the future of the Rwanda Defense Force 
now that the Liberation Struggle is gone and the future of 
defense in this country.” 


General Kabarebe responds to the questions above, 
beginning with the last question posed by Yuhi: 

My role at Murindi during Liberation is a collective 
one. We worked as a team. We worked as a force. We 
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worked together. Each one played his or her own part just to 
contribute to the war effort. So—my role is just—it is collec- 
tive. It is collective. But Murindi itself is significant because 
in the third phase of the Liberation Struggle, Murindi 
became like the capital of the RPF—where the RPF and 
RPA had their headquarters. Murindi was captured around 
the first week of June in 1992, and the commander of the 
RPF-BPA, His Excellency, established the command center 
there and the headquarters. So, everything was planned 
around Murindi. And it’s where the orders to stop the geno- 
cide were given. The forces moved from the Murindi area 
to come and stop genocide in 1994. So it has its own signifi- 
cance. A lot of activities took place in Murindi. 

For the future of the RDF, the RDF has never changed 
or will not change its character. It is a force that sees itself as 
a Liberation Force, and at every stage of Liberation will get 
involved in the activities that will foster the socio-economic 
development of this country. During the war, the RDF is 
capable of fighting and winning wars, and it has no history 
of ever losing a war. And during this time, the RDF will 
contribute to peace and also to the socio-economic develop- 
ment of the country. The major activities today are to 
secure the country, to contribute to socio-economic develop- 
ment—they participate in almost all activities of the devel- 
opment of this country, and also international 
peacekeeping, like the Minister of Foreign Affairs says. But 
the RDF positions itself to continue the vagant of Libera- 
tion of contributing to socio-economic development of 
Rwanda, and it does not change its form and character. It 
retains those qualities, those values that they had since the 
time of Liberation. So—if you visit, for example, Kinigi, you 
will see the model village they had just completed. RDF 


contributed a very nice model village, and every year there 
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are a lot of activities the RPF does together with the popula- 
tion. The RDF does not distinguish itself from the popula- 
tion—from the people. It's a force that comes from the 
people and is still attached to the population, working 
together on a day-to-day basis for the development of this 
country. It is different from the Colonial Force that was 
always kept in military barracks and fed off the population 
—the taxpayers money: clothed, armed, treated, and fed to 
be kept in barracks just doing nothing. The RDF during 
this time is involved in all these other activities, socio- 
economic activities of the country. It's part of the popula- 
tion. It gives out to the population, be it in afforestation, 
terracing in agriculture, in, you know, so many, many activi- 
ties. And, of course, with its major mission of protecting the 


nation. 


On the question about the second phase of Liberation, I 
think the place you visited should be Gikoba. It’s Gikoba. It 
has its own significance also because in the phases of Liber- 
ation, the first phase was reorganization. There was the 
attack on Kagitumba in 1990. In that very first week, there 
were a lot of setbacks—losing many top commanders, 
including late Gen. Fred Rwigema and many others, and 
many soldiers as well. And being defeated by government 
forces at that time. Because when the RPA attacked on the 
tst of October 1990, on the 4th of October, the French 
were here. They were flown in. Their special forces were 
flown in from the Central African Republic, Bangui, and 
came to support Habyarimana’s forces. On the 5th of Octo- 
ber, Mobutu sent his division—protection division (“Divi- 
sion Spéciale”) to come also to support Habyarimana’'s 
forces. So with the setback that we encountered in the 
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initial stages, the RPA was almost defeated. Almost disorga- 
nized. ‘Totally disorganized. Until His Excellency came in 
the second week and organized the force afresh and 
relaunched the force into war because initially, we had 
been defeated. So the first phase of the war was mobile 
warfare. He reorganized the RPA into mobile warfare, 
moved the force into Virunga mountains. Then, from 
Virunga mountains, around mid-rgg1, he established his 
headquarters at Gikoba, and this time he fought a positional 
warfare by holding territory. It was a very small territory 
surrounded by government forces—fighting day and night 
to remove the RPA from there. So, His Excellency 
instructed all commanders and all soldiers to dig trenches. 
He constructed his own trench, the one you saw. He 
brought senior commanders, showed them the trench, and 
instructed all of them to dig trenches for every soldier. 
Meaning that, no soldier this time will run away when the 
enemy fires but will stay, entrenched into the trench and 
fire back at the enemy. So that place has its own signifi- 
cance because the government forces launched multiple 
offensives to dislodge the RPA from that very place, but 
failed. One of the operations, a well known one, was called 
Oparation Latisage.’ 

At one point, they launched from August 1991 to 
December 1991. For three months, there was fighting day 
in and day out without resting—until they failed to remove 
the RPA from that position. Where that trench is, the 
enemy was just less than a kilometer from there, 
surrounding the RPA, but the RPA stayed. That’s the 
resilience we talk about—the resilience of the RPA. 

By May 1992, the government forces had given up on 
attacking the RPA because whenever they attempted, they 
lost everything. ‘They lost the war. ‘They lost the people. 
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They lost the equipment—and the RPA gained a lot of 
experience, gained a lot of equipment. 

From there, from Gikoba, in fact, the importance of 
Gikoba, that very trench you saw is where the meeting that 
planned the attack on Byumba and Murindi took place. His 
Excellency called in all Senior Commanders, briefed them 
on how the RPA would leave parts of Gikoba of that area to 
go and attack Byumba. 

But what I remember very well is that most Senior 
Commanders were not favorable with that—were not 
comfortable with that because their argument was that: 
Your Excellency, we have resisted in this small part we have 
captured it. If we leave it to go and attack Byumba, we shall 
lose this very place but we shall also lose Byumba. So we 
shall be nowhere again. 

Then His Excellency challenged them. He told them: 

“So, did you launch this war to come and stay in this 
very particular place? 

Is it what you are fighting for? 

Is it what you fought for? 

Did you fight to come and stay here?” 


His Second arguement was that: If you go and attack 
Byumba, Why do you think the enemy will stay here doing 
in Gikoba? What will the enemy want in Gikoba when you 
have attacked Byumba—which is, you know, more impor- 
tant to the enemy than Gikoba. So, of-course, this shows one 
thing—that at every stage, it’s the leader that takes the deci- 
sions but also, takes you know, the lead in everything that 
takes onwhat would happen in the next phase. So he 
convinced them. He convinced the commanders, those who 
had some fear, they abandoned their fear and we moved to 
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attack Byumba in June 1992. Just like his Excellency had 
said, when the RPA—the bigger force of the RPA left 
Gikoba to attack Byumba, ofcourse the government forces 
did not come to Gikoba, or to attack Gikoba. Instead, they 
went to defend Byumba. Just like his Excellency had antici- 
pated. So, that how the RPA ended up into the Third phase: 
Capturing bigger territory ranging from Umusanze, 
Umutaro—that is Murera today, Gicumbi and then 
Nyagatare. So, the RPA expanded the territory, just from a 
very small territory of Gikoba where you saw that trench. 
So that very place has it’s own significance because—it saw 
the RPA-RPF expand territory and capture a larger territory 
and moving the headquater from that very place in Gikoba 
to Murindi. So that’s why this phase, the Second phase of 
liberation of Gikoba, is rarely very very important. 
Secondly, all along during the mobile warfare situation, the 
then government of Habyarimana had denied that the RPA 
doesn’t exist on Rwandan territory. But with holding on in 
Gikoba, entrenching in Gikoba ofcourse the RPA proved 
that it was on the Rwandan territory and Habyarimana 
could no longer deny it. And that’s why the Arusha negotia- 
tions, you know, were innitiated and discussions—may be 
started taking serious [he coughs to clear his throat] being 
taken seriously. So it’s a very important phase of the struggle 
and Gikoba particulary is significant for that. 

Let me start with the question about what has been 
done to prevent attacks in Nyungwe, if I got it well. 

May be the person who asked the question does not 
even have the background of the attackers of Nyungwe. Let 
me briefly give him the background. The Force that 
committed genocide here in 1994 shifted to the neighboring 
country of Zaire then and then Congo today. ‘They have— 
they formed the organization called ALiR?, from ALiR they 
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moved to, they changed name to FDLR. When ALiR was 
registered internationally as a terrorist organization they 
changed the name to FDLR as one organization that was 
launching attacks to Rwanda, the insurgency of the North, 
North-West you will remember from the 1990's, 1997, 
1998 until 2001. So this orgnaization of the genocidal 
forces is based in the Eastern DRC. Overtime, because of 
their old divisive politics, they divided themselves into two 
groups based on where they come from. Those who think 
they come from Northern Rwanda, Northern Part of 
Rwanda calling themselves Abakiga, they divided them- 
selves and stayed FDLR. Those who think they come from 
the Southern Part of Rwanda—calling themselves, 
Abanyenduga [he coughs to clear his throat] led by 
Rusesabagina and somebody called Wilson Irategeka moved 
southwards into South Kivu and then through Burundi, 
they attacked Rwanda through Nyungwe. So the very old 
divisive politics of theirs set in and they devided themselves 
along the lines of what they think makes a difference 
between themselves. So those who come through Burundi 
have been attacking through Nyungwe but the major Force 
of theirs, the biggest Force of theirs that stayed inside the 
DRC was faught and defeated by the Congolese Forces and 
were handed over to us, with around 330 elements of them 
and just a few of them snicked into Burundi and continued 
the attacks through Nyungwe Forest. But overtime, they 
have been degraded, they have been weakened and of 
recently and the Burundi Army itself has been attacking 
them and even capturing them. So we could say, there are in 
their last phase of exisistence. That’s what I can say. ‘They 
are in their last phase of existence because their many Force 
in South Kivu in DRC was defeated, those who survived 
were handed over to us, they are here in Mutobo, or have 
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been integrated into the community and those who snicked 
through Burundi have been defeated by the RDF in 
Nyungwe, went back to Burundi and Burundi Forces them- 
selves have been hunting them down until today. So they 
are in their last phases of their existence. 

The last question was about—is there a point where we 
lost hope? There is a point where many of our fighters lost 
hope. But not all of them. That is the period in the first 
weeks, 2 weeks of 1990 when we lost many commanders, 
many soldiers, and also the war. ‘That is the point at which 
His Excellency came in and reorganized the force, restruc- 
tured it. You know, boosted its morale. Changed the mili- 
tary strategy, military tactics and you know, we gained 
morale and we gained efforts and changed, you know, into 
becoming a better force even than the force we were fight- 
ing. So, at that point in 1990 many who were soldiers lost 
hope. Some deserted, went back to where they came from. 
Others were just demoralized, but some of the people, some 
of the individuals stayed strong. ‘That’s why when His 
Excellency came, he found people ready to continue the 
struggle. You know, under intense and severe circumstances 
definitely you will have people lose hope, you know, espe- 
cially when they didn’t expect to meet such problems at the 
frontlines. Most of them, wherever they came from, thought 
it was an easy going venture, but it was not so easy going. It 
involved shedding blood. It involved losing lives. It involved 
staying without food, without water, without any help. But 
with strong leadership of course, everything was overcome 
and of course people gained hope. It did not take so long. By 
1990—in the second-third week of 1990 the RPA was 
capturing Gatuna. So, there was so much hope and the war 
did not stop. And in many of the encounters with the 
enemy, the RPA was winning all the time. So, it is at that 
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particular point in the first 2 weeks of 1990 when most of 
our fighters almost lost hope, but hope was restored when 
His Excellency came and took over, briefed the soldiers, 
restructured them, assured them and changed their military 
tactics from the conventional which was not conducive at 
the time into guerilla tactics. So, hope was restored and it 


continued to grow—no problem. 


That marked the end of Kabarebe's meeting with this group 
of 60 young people from the diaspora. ‘The room burst into 
a standing ovation, with applause filling the air. 


1. Unfortunately, the author is not proficient in the French language and 
will not provide a translation of the youth's question. However, the 
author will transcribe General Kabarebe's response with the hope that 
the reader will grasp the context of the youth's question. 

2. During his speech, General Kabarebe uttered the phrase "operation 
latisage” in French. Despite the author's diligent research, the term 
"operation latisage” proved elusive, raising the possibility of a spelling 
error. It's noteworthy that the author faithfully transcribed Kabarebe's 
speech verbatim to preserve his voice. As any writer navigating limited 
resources might encounter, the absence of Kabarebe's original tran- 
script presents a constraint; access to it could yield different results. 
The author encourages readers to conduct their own research on the 
phrase for a clearer understanding. 

3. Armée pour la Libération du Rwanda 
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